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Department news 

Greetings from Granville! We are thrilled to have re-
ceived quite a bit of news from our alumni since the last
newsletter. In fact, it fills most of the pages that follow! If
you would like your news to appear in the next newslet-
ter (out some time this spring), please get in touch via the
link on the last page. 
In Department news, we are thrilled to welcome another
new colleague, Dr. Sarah Wolff, from Dartmouth College;
she introduces herself in more detail below. 
Over the last year, we have had several distinguished
visitors in the Department to meet with students, visit
classes, and give public talks. We have been especially
interested in hosting guests who can demonstrate to our
students the applicability of mathematics and computer
science to a variety of disciplines. 
Last fall, we co-sponsored with the Cinema Department
a screening of Codebreaker, a film about the life of Alan
Turing. The film’s executive producer, Patrick Sammon,
was on hand to introduce the film and answer questions.
Last Spring, we hosted Dr. Keith Miller, a well-known
computer ethicist and co-author, with Deborah Johnson,
of the book Computer Ethics. Dr. Miller visited a philoso-
phy of science class, as well as computer science classes.
His talks were very well-received and generated inter-
esting conversations for days afterwards. This semester,
we welcomed Dr. Mark LeBlanc from Wheaton College
(MA), who talked to faculty and students about his work
in “Lexomics,” the application of computing to the anal-
ysis of literature. His evening lecture, co-sponsored by
the English department, was standing room only! In mid-
October, we will host Dr. David Kung, a mathematician
who will talk about relationships between mathematics
and music. 
Finally, we initiated an online puzzle contest for local
high school students. Dr. Mei elaborates below. 

My internship at Google 
by Wei Peng ’16 

My name is Wei Peng and currently I am a Junior ma-
joring in Computer Science and Mathematics at Denison.
Last school year I was fortunate enough to get an intern-
ship offer from Google. It all started with a Google search
in an afternoon at the end of last fall semester. I was 
looking for opportunities for summer internships, and
as I was searching for internship programs at Google, I
saw a very interesting one called the Google Engineering
Practicum Internship Program. What really intrigued me
was that this program focused mainly on high school
graduates, rising sophomore and rising juniors, those
groups of students that were traditionally underrepre-
sented in most of the Software Engineering Internship
Programs, as the latter tend to attract more upperclass-
men, graduate students and PhDs. I applied to this pro-
gram shortly after I saw this opportunity, as I did for
many others, but I did not really expect to receive a re-
sponse. However, I did! I then was given a technical
interview at the end of last winter break and was fortu-
nate enough to pass it. After going through more of the
hiring process in the spring and getting paired up with
my hosts, I flew to the Bay Area in May and began my
internship at Google’s Headquarters in Mountain View. 
During the internship, I was working in a small team un-
der a larger team called “Authentication and Identity.” I
was teamed up with another Intern of the same program
to work on an iOS prototype for Google Smart Lock, a
cross-platform service that was announced at this year’s
Google I/O Conference and is already integrated into
Android. My partner and I participated in many design
sessions with other coworkers of the team, and worked
closely to finish all parts of the prototype. We both got
chances to experience different aspects of developing a
product. I was grateful that I had not only a wonder-
ful partner that always challenged and inspired me, but
also many brilliant software engineers who were strict
on everything: trailing spaces at the end of a code line,
unit tests with code coverage as high as possible, code
comments that were clear and comprehensible. Once 
a coworker who worked closely with us spent almost
two days walking us through the fundamentals of iOS
to guide us through the debugging process to find a so-
lution to a non-deterministic error within our code. And 
I still cannot forget how impressed I was to realize how 
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Dr. Mark LeBlanc from Wheaton College talks to a diverse audience of faculty and students about applications of
computer science to textual analysis. 

much effort software engineers of the company put in be-
hind the scenes, and how much I learned from working
as a developer in a team. 
This internship has become one of the most important
periods of my life, not just because I got to learn more
about the company that I have admired the most since
childhood. More importantly, as a first-time intern, I was
exposed to the best of the Bay Area, such as a designer
social event hosted by Quora, a trip to Github’s head-
quarters in San Francisco, and an opening ceremony and
design innovation exhibition at Berkeley. My internship
partner was also from a little Midwestern liberal-arts col-
lege, and we both agreed that this mixture of liberal-arts
education and software developer culture offered us an
alternative perspective, prepared us with skills to inte-
grate different ideas, and encouraged us to jump out of
the traditional lens of a software engineer. All of these
experiences not only provided me opportunities to see
beyond this little liberal-arts college and explore innova-
tive ideas of a larger world, but they also motivated me,
as a student, to always stay eager to find out more about
this unknown world. 

Faculty news 

Jessen Havill 
Professor, 1998–present 
I am happy to report that my textbook (http://www. 
crcpress.com/9781482254143) was published this
summer, and we’re using it in a record four sections of
introductory computer science this semester. Two of 
the sections introduce computer science in the context
of scientific modeling and the other two are oriented
toward modeling in the social sciences. In addition, I
am working this semester on reorienting our second CS
course (173) to be more interesting to a wider variety
of students. In the first few weeks, the students have
completed projects having to do with insect/parisitoid
modeling, Anglo-Saxon poetry, and algorithmic plant
growth! I was also just elected Chair of Denison’s Infor-
mation Technology Committee, which acts as a conduit
between ITS and the rest of the community, and is advi-
sory to the Director of ITS and the Provost. 
This past summer, my family caravanned out to 
Wyoming with another Denison family for three weeks.
Between us, we have eight children, so there was never
a dull moment! 
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Students in Dr. Ashwin Lall’s Game Design class put the finishing touches on their final project last Spring. 

Joan Krone 
Professor, 1990–present 
With colleagues from Clemson and the University of In-
diana, I published Teaching Mathematical Reasoning Prin-
ciples for Software Correctness and Its Assessment in the Au-
gust 2015 edition of the ACM Transactions on Computer
Science Education. 

Ashwin Lall 
Assistant Professor, 2010–present 
My wife and I had our first child, Kiran, back in April. At
four and a half months, she’s already showing promise
at coding in Python and proofs by induction. In other
news, my paper with Taylor Kessler Faulkner ’16 and
Will Brackenbury ’17 (based on a summer 2014 project)
has been accepted to the 2016 VLDB conference, one of
the top-tier conferences in the field of databases. 
Lew Ludwig
Professor, 2002–present 
This past semester I earned the rank of full profes-
sor. I was also recently awarded an NSF EAGER 
(Early-concept Grants for Exploratory Research) grant
for $299,992 as co-PI with Linda Braddy (MAA - Mathe-
matical Association of America), Diana White (UC - Den-
ver) and Martha Abell (Southern Georgia University).
This two-year grant will be used to develop the first
ever pedagogy guide for the MAA, a national organiza-
tion of over 20,000 mathematical instructors at the post-
secondary level. Diana White and I will act as lead edi-
tors/organizers for this work which will begin with an
NSF funded conference in Denver this October with 25 

nationally recognized leaders in post-secondary mathe-
matics instruction and research. 
I was also an invited presenter at the Museum of Math-
ematics in New York in July, where I gave a hands-on
presentation on my work in knot theory. In August, I
gave two presentations at MathFest in Washington, D.C.
The first was a paper in the “Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning” session on work conducted with Frank Has-
sebrock of Psychology. The second presentation was in
the session “What can a mathematician do with a 3-D 
printer?” where I shared my work on the 3-D printing
seminar I ran last semester at Denison. 
Finally, and most disconcertingly to my current students,
I shaved my beard after nine years and joined Facebook! 
May Mei
Assistant Professor, 2013–present 
After about three years here, I’m starting to feel like a real
Granvillian. Thanks to everyone at the University and in
the Village for making me feel so welcome. I’ve recently
adapted our Introduction to Proofs course to meet the
requirements Denison’s Writing Program and this is the
first semester I’m teaching it as a W. I’m also trying out
an activity-based approach in my Essentials of Calculus
class. On the research front, I recently spent a week at the
Institute for Computational and Experimental Research
in Mathematics at Brown University with some number
theory collaborators. We have one accepted paper and
two more in the works. I also supervised an undergrad-
uate student in this area on a project called “Numbers
and the Heights of their Happiness.” I will also be pur-
suing a project in dynamical systems at a conference at 
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the Casa Matemática Oaxaca in Mexico. 
Now for some fun news — last spring, the department
put on a puzzle contest through YouTube that generated
over 200 solutions from more than 60 teams at about 15 
schools. This next round kicks off October 5. Look for 
information in the center rail of both departmental web-
sites, and encourage any interested high schoolers to sign 
up. 

Matt Neal 
Professor, 2001–present 
I received a grant in 2015 from a new NSF-funded
Math program called PIC Math (Preparing for In-
dustrial Careers in the Mathematical Sciences). The 
website is at http://www.maa.org/programs/
faculty-and-departments/pic-math. I will 
teach an NSF-funded class in the Spring of 2016 where
students will solve real data analytics problems provided
by companies and/or research facilities. For example,
AIG, a large insurance company, proposed that the stu-
dents analyze and determine the main factors that cause
their clients to leave. Nielsen has proposed using data
and in-house support from the World Food Programme
to determine how much food will be required to feed
the world in 2025. And Dr. Larry Sherman, an alum-
nus and Professor of Criminology at the University of
Cambridge, is providing crime data sets. The goal is to
determine which policing and correction methods are
most effective. 
The students will send in a paper and a video presenta-
tion to the judges for evaluation and then present their re-
sults next summer at MathFest (the primary national un-
dergraduate math conference). In addition to the above
companies, I am also in talks with Rev1 Ventures, Cardi-
nal Health, and Denison’s Center for Career Exploration
about problems for a class in 2017. 

David White 
Assistant Professor, 2014–present 
Hello Alumni! I’m excited to report that we now have
our student, alumni, and job related listservs up and run-
ning. If you are interested in hearing about job opportu-
nities (at any career stage) or if you want to advertise a
job, please go to one of the links at the bottom of this page.
You can also email me any job announcements and I’ll be
happy to post them to the list. 

On the personal side, I spent the summer traveling in
Europe, Northern Africa, and the Middle East. I pre-
sented my research in ten different seminar and confer-
ence venues in seven countries, won a grant to be an
official visitor to a university in Israel, and completed
and submitted three papers while visiting various col-
laborators. I’m now back at Denison learning how to
teach statistics and developing a new elective in Statisti-
cal Modeling. I continue to work closely with the Center
for Career Exploration and Development, and with local
companies, to create internship opportunities for our stu-
dents, and I’d be thrilled if any of you wrote to me to tell
me about such opportunities at your company. 
Sarah Wolff 
Assistant Professor, 2015–present 
Hi alumni! 
I just started my first year teaching at Denison and love
Granville so far. Before moving here, I earned my Ph.D
and M.A. in mathematics at Dartmouth College, and
my B.A. at Colorado College. My research mixes ap-
plied mathematics, combinatorics, and abstract algebra
through the study of a generalized Fourier transform.
Outside of math, I have a strong interest in educational
programs in developing countries. I spent a semester in
Nicaragua and a summer in South Africa pursuing these
interests, and hope to help bring the same opportunities
to Denison students. I also love running and have signed
up for the Granville half-marathon in November—wish
me luck! 

Study Abroad Opportunities for CS Majors 

Roughly half of Denisonians embrace the opportunity to
take their education abroad for a semester. Our students 
almost universally report this as a “life changing experi-
ence.” It has traditionally been challenging for our sci-
ence majors to participate in semester-long, off-campus
programs due to the nature of their major coursework. 
The Department of Mathematics and Computer Science
has prioritized finding ways to make the study abroad
experience more accessible for our CS majors. In par-
ticular, we have formed preliminary partnerships with
two sister-schools abroad, both of which offer strong CS
coursework that can allow students to keep up with their
major while also exploring a new country and its culture. 

Mailing lists 

If you would like to be on a job opportunities mailing list (either to learn about job opportunities or to announce
them), please go to one of the following links and click Subscribe on the left panel: 
https://listserv.cc.denison.edu/sympa/info/cs_job_opportunities 

https://listserv.cc.denison.edu/sympa/info/math_job_opportunities 
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Dr. May Mei presents a problem on “Big Red numbers” for our new video puzzle contest for high school students. 

The Aquincum Institute of Technology is a CS study
abroad program with an entrepreneurial twist. Students
study computer science, design, IT entrepreneurship,
and Hungarian culture in small, intimate classes in Bu-
dapest, the vibrant capital and cultural hub of Hungary.
Internship opportunities are also possible with this pro-
gram as the campus is adjacent to Hungary’s “tech cen-
ter.” 
The Danish Institute of Study Abroad is launching a new
CS program this fall in Copenhagen. Their program fo-
cuses on game design and artificial intelligence, and stu-
dent coursework is linked to travel opportunities around
Europe to collaborate with gaming industry companies. 

Alumni news 

James Emanuelson ’53 
Dr. Wetzel and Dr. Kato made me the president of the
math club (I had never attended a meeting). After grad-
uation I tried to apply my math degree to the Actuar-
ial exams. Unfortunately, the Denison math program
was great in theory but the actuarial exams were speed
tests. That meant several failed exams. Even though I
never had any accounting courses at Denison I accepted
the position of Manager, General Accounting, with The
Midland Mutual Life Insurance Co. Several promotions
and 14 years later I moved across the street to Colum-
bus Mutual Life as Assistant Comptroller. After 25 years
and again several promotions, I retired in 1992 as VP
Comptroller and Treasurer. That, of course, was 23 years
ago. I am enjoying my retirement having served as a fi-
nancial consultant to several groups. 
Ed Weber ’53 
OK, someone asked what I did with my math major.
Well, I went to Harvard Law School where the Dean, Er-
win Griswold, had been a math major at Oberlin. I came 

back to Toledo after a 2-year stint as a draftee in the army.
(Guess what? They valued my math major more than my
law degree and assigned me to the Engineer Corps; but
I managed to get reassigned to the JAG doing legal assis-
tance.) I practiced law for 48 years, except for two years
in 1980 when I elected to the U.S. Congress and swept out
of office two years later. I guess you never know where
a math background will take you. 
Sue Perrott Siferd ’60 
As an old alumna, who graduated fifty-five years ago, in
1960, I have found my Math degree from Denison opened
many doors for me. I married my Air Force husband five
days after my graduation, and he was already stationed
at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque New Mexico. I had gone
to visit him and interview with the Albuquerque Public
Schools over Spring Bread. They offered me a job teach-
ing eighth grade math, at the end of the interview. Math
teachers were in short supply at the time. I taught Math
at Garfield Junior High (this was old-fashioned math;
no computers and no electronic devices were involved!
Black boards and chalk were the primary tools of our
trade. Grades were kept in a spiral bound grade book, is-
sued to each teacher at the beginning of the year. At the
time we had 6 week grading periods, 180 days of school
required per year, the first semester of three grading peri-
ods ended sometime in January as public schools started
the school year on the day after Labor Day, and ended
with Memorial day which was always on May 31st, in
those days. I taught for two years until I was expect-
ing my first child, and at that time in the Albuquerque
Schools, a pregnant teacher was not allowed to be em-
ployed past her sixth month of pregnancy. I oddly did
not even question this rule. Three of us in my school were
pregnant at the same time, all due in May of 1962. Two
of us left in February, and one who was the sole support
of her family (her husband was in graduate school), just
was a little confused about her due date, ands stayed un-
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til the day she gave birth (a pioneer in women?s rights!). 
In 1960 computer programmers were also in short sup-
ply. Mathematicians were targeted as people who could
be easily trained as programmers, and so were often
hired by companies needing those skills. What did start
to happen about that time, was that tools for math teach-
ers became more sophisticated, and it was kind of a fun
requirement to learn new systems. I often volunteered
to be a test case when things were computerized, or new
equipment was available if you learned to use it. I loved
each new technology, and tried lots of programs, equip-
ment, and muddled through a lot of learning, but I was
master of very little (probably the overhead projector,
and later, early Powerpoint were my crowning achieve-
ments ? although having little to do with math. 
In the summer of 1961 I was invited to interview at San-
dia Labs (a prime contractor to the Atomic Energy Com-
mitssion) in Albuquerque. When I went to the interview,
because I was female, I have to take a typing and office
skills test. I failed the typing test (4 words per minute
after mistakes were subtracted.). But I did well on the
test of alphabetizing! And vocabulary, and writing a
business letter (learned in 8th grade English). When I
got to the actually decision-making interviewer, it was
clear that he was interested in hiring me because of my
math background. One condition: Sandia Labs had an
agreement with the Albuquerque Public Schools not to
hire teachers away from them. I had to tell him that I
had resigned my position as a teacher. I could not do
that until I knew the conditions (salary, days, hours) as-
sociated with the job. He wouldn?t tell me or even hint
broadly except to say the salary was considerably more
(as were the number of days in the year, the hours one
would be expected to work ? I could guess those), so
we reached a standoff, and I remained a teacher at that
time. I have looked back on this choice as perhaps fool-
ish, but I have spent my most of my life teaching, with
no regrets. I have done some programming (even in ma-
chine language) and also learned to change out Mother
Boards in early Apple computers. I took some program-
ming courses to qualify for PhD school, and used them
in my work as a graduate associate, and also to analyze
results of my own research. . And I have enjoyed it all. 
I have ended up teaching in three different universities,
always in a Business College. I taught accounting at
Wright State University after earning my MBA there, and
I actually taught an undergraduate course in operations
research while earning that degree. I worked for a public
utility, and one aspect of my job was writing, giving and
analyzing surveys of all kinds. Data collection and anal-
ysis was a major part of my life for several years, and
I always enjoyed the challenges of understanding what
people wanted or were thinking from the data that had
been collected. I have taken more statistics courses than 
I care to remember, and have even taught a few. I al-
ways thought that if I took one more statistics course I 

would finally understand statistics. Other than an ?aha
moment? with the Central Limit Theorem while I was 
actually teaching it to my students, I never found that
ultimate understanding of Statistics. One of the teach-
ing related things that I did at the public utility was to
each seminars in energy efficiency to our small business
customers. It was a change or pace from my job as an
analysis, and was also helpful to many of customers in
improving their management of energy. 
I taught Operations Management at the Ohio State Uni-
versity while I was earning my PhD in Business adminis-
tration (in Operations Management with a minor in Lo-
gistics). With this degree I went on to Arizona State Uni-
versity where I taught in the College of Business (later
the W P Carey School of Business) for seventeen years.
For most of those years what I taught was called Supply
Chain Management, at a time that businesses were dis-
covering what a supply chain was, and how important it
was to there bottom line. My MBA degree had focused
on accountancy, and that was very handy at this time as
well. Our students were in high demand and for while
I was the undergraduate director for the Supply Chain
Management majors. I was part counselor, placement
director, cheerleader, as well as professor. I helped de-
velop and teach some online courses, and actually had
the opportunity to extend my career by five years teach-
ing online, after I retired from the physical classroom. I
loved teaching online, working at home, not worrying
if your outfit matched, or your hair was combed! I was
surprised at the good relationship one could have with
online students in the short time you had together in cy-
berspace!. 
On a personal note, I have two sons, both graduates of
the Ohio State University, who have distinguished them-
selves as electrical engineers and programmers. I am no
longer married, but have enjoyed my life as a wife, a
mother, a grandmother, a public school teacher, a univer-
sity professor, a consultant, a researcher and an author. I
had many opportunities to participate in interesting re-
search projects, and travels. I have been retired com-
pletely for five years now, and have spent much of that
time volunteering for agencies that help feed and clothe
people. I think my liberal arts degree did open my mind
and consequently opened up opportunities, and it con-
tinues to do so. A big thank you to Denison University!
And with much gratitude to God for all of the blessings
I have received. 
Carol Rasmusen Branand ’60 
I taught mathematics for 27 years at Lassiter High School
in Marietta, GA where I was also department chairman. I
absolutely loved it! Math is the greatest major ever. I also
got a Masters in secondary math education from Georgia
State University. I have been retired for quite a few years
but would be delighted to give input to the department
in any way I can. 
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Dr. Lew Ludwig demonstrates a problem for this semester’s high school puzzle contest. 

Margaret Kraatz Keiley ’64 
I am happily ensconced at Auburn University as full
professor of developmental psychopathology, research
methods, and couple and family therapy. I never plan
to retire—having too much fun at work and a great deal
of fantastic travel when not working. Life is good! 
David Graff ’65 
I am a retired technology/business consultant with an
MBA from Wharton (Univ. of PA). I was an Internal Op-
erations Research consultant at Exxon, planning Euro-
pean oil movements, Canadian pipeline configurations
and other capital investments. I established/managed
the Exxon HQ tax technology and international tax plan-
ning systems. At KPMG, I designed and implemented
technology to manage clients’ international assignment 
programs. 
Mansoor Waljee ’65 
My life at this time is pretty uneventful, other than an ad-
dition of two granddaughters — Leila (21 months) and
Jayhan (6 weeks) to our son Hussein and to our daugh-
ter Shainul, respectively. They keep us entertained to the
extent that days pass by in very pleasant ways. So there
is a steady (but fairly high) rate of growth in the num-
ber of family members since 2010 when Hussein married
Aliya, and 2014 when Shainul married Fayaz. 
Professionally, I retired from instructing math at Grant
MacEwan University (Edmonton, Alberta) in 2005 when
we moved to Burnaby near Vancouver, BC, where I have
kept active as a personal math tutor to a number of stu-
dents each year. 

I also enjoy being quite active in our community with a
lot of volunteer work. Reading and discussing deeper
aspects of life often gives me cause to contemplate about
larger than life issues. That is when the beautiful environ-
ment and the mild weather gives me much to be thankful
for. And grateful, I sure am, for so much that life has of-
fered us, not the least of which is the Denison education.
My time in Barney Science often shows up in front of my
inner eye and the wonderful faculty of the time — Drs.
Sterrett, Andrew, Roberts, and Prentice, not to mention
my fellow math majors. I wish the Department contin-
ued success in all your endeavours. Kindly continue to
keep in touch. 
Richard Bedient ’68 
This year I was named the William R. Kenan Professor of
Mathematics at Hamilton College, where we have had
a recent explosion in math majors, averaging 50 majors
per year in senior classes of under 500 students. More
importantly, I am a regular participant along with Lew
Ludwig in Colin Adams’ Mathematically Bent Theater
productions at the annual meetings. 
Cynthia Sherman Paul ’72 
I recently (August 2015) accepted a position as Assistant
Professor in the Foundational Mathematics Department
of the Community College of Philadelphia. I completed
my Ph.D. in mathematics education in 2013 at Drexel Uni-
versity. 
Cyndy Clark ’73 
I retired in 2012 after a 39-year career in Information Sys-
tems. I started as a PL/1 programmer in 1973 and re-
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tired as a Senior Director in Information Security. My
liberal arts background at Denison and MBA from North-
western helped me be successful in a variety of as-
signments from management, project management, long
range planning, disaster and business recovery and lastly
security policies and procedures — thanks Denison! 
Blaine McCants ’75 
I have a post-retirement appointment at a U.S. Trea-
sury office where I am discovering the joys of estimat-
ing zero-inflated negative binomial regressions on real
world data. 
Rich Castor ’77 
The receipt of “Logical Times” compelled me to say
thank you to Denison, the mathematics and computer sci-
ence department, and faculty for the wonderful founda-
tion and opportunities they provided for me in my life
and career over the last 38 years. 
I was at Denison when they started the computer science
program in my senior year. With that footing I started
at the university’s computer operation, then Digital
Equipment Corporation, GlaxoSmithKline, US Health-
care/Aetna, HealthObjects, and now Genesis Healthcare.
More than 35 years in healthcare IT in pharmaceuti-
cal R&D, managed care and insurance, and now as a
provider of post-acute healthcare services. Applying sys-
tems and technology to the healthcare needs of our pop-
ulation has been a humbling and rewarding experience. 
The breadth and depth of the academic curriculum, the
independence and experience it afforded me, and the
flexibility in the learning environment at Denison set me
on a sold and strong path forward. 
Continue the great work, and thank you. 
Debbie Waters Kopff ’77 
I spent several days at Ocean City, NJ in September with
Marjie Mann Graham (’77 Sociology) celebrating the re-
tirement of Jane S. Tallmadge (’77 Math) from her 38-year
high school math teaching career. 
James R. L. (Dick) Ash ’78 
I retired in April 2014 after a 36-year career with the Hunt-
ington District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Most of
my career was as an Operations Research Analyst for
what is now the Planning Center of Expertise for Inland
Navigation for the Corps. I led a team that collected,
processed and analyzed Waterborne Commerce Statis-
tics and other federal navigation data. I was also part
of many study and economic modeling teams for pro-
posed enhancements to the U.S. inland navigation sys-
tem. In retirement my wife and I will operate a dog
training business and expand our volunteer work and
Therapy Dog visits for a local hospital. I will also con-
tinue to write about Marshall University football for
HerdNation.com. 

David Jupp ’80 
I moved to Chicago from St. Louis two years ago as Di-
rector of Aviation, BDT Capital Partners. I am loving
Chicago and still flying. Erin and I have an empty nest
and are blessed with great kids and wonderful grandchil-
dren. 
Joseph F. Winget ’81 
I worked for Digital Equipment Corporation back in the
dark ages of computing, 1981–1982. Then I went to Medi-
cal School at Tufts University from 1982–1986. I am now
an Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of
Vermont, College of Medicine. There are 5 DU gradu-
ates from the class of 1981 living in the Burlington, VT 
area. 3 of us, Leslie (McCoy) Conroy, Gretchen (Gerly)
King and me, are physicians. 
Jeff Glosser ’82 
I live in Toledo Ohio and am CIO at the Therma Tru di-
vision of Fortune Brands Home & Security. 
Suzanne Landon ’82 
I chose Denison in large part because it was one of the few
schools offering an undergraduate Computer Science de-
gree (back in the Dark Ages) and computers were my
passion. After graduating I joined the GE Lighting Di-
vision in Cleveland, where I completed both the Infor-
mation Systems Management Program and the Finan-
cial Management Program. These programs were great
because they involved rotational work assignments and
provided an opportunity to gain experience in a lot of
areas very quickly. After 5 years I decided that where I
really wanted to be was in High Tech, so I migrated to
Silicon Valley. Just as I made that decision I got a call
from Sun Microsystems. They saw that I had End User
Computing experience and were starting an EUC depart-
ment; they said that if I joined them, I could do whatever
I wanted. Who can pass up an offer like that? The next 15
years were a whirlwind. High Tech is definitely a “work
hard, play hard” environment, where companies do ex-
treme things to foster creativity (how many people have
seen their executives “beam” into meetings in Star Trek
uniforms, drop out of the rafters dressed as Batman, or
perform rock videos to announce new products?) and
where people who challenge the system are the ones who
get ahead. I loved it. The IT department was the test bed
for the company products. Nothing like running your
company on bleeding edge technology. I had a variety
of roles ranging from Software Engineering to manag-
ing Software Development teams, to being responsible
for all of the site licensed desktop, productivity and de-
velopment tools. The latter gave me a chance to work
with a lot of start-ups and some very exciting new prod-
ucts. After that I took a few years off to play: reconnected
with friends and family, trained a young horse, joined a
ski house at Lake Tahoe, and took up tennis and karate.
I went back to work as a contractor in IT at Blue Shield,
where I was a Project Manager for projects related to gov-
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ernment mandates, most notably for the mandate to pro-
vide insurance information and services in multiple lan-
guages. Currently I am in the Technology organization
at Visa, Inc. I was initially hired to manage releases of
the Dispute Processing System (if you’ve ever questioned
a charge on your Visa card, it has come through here),
I am now a Senior Director, managing a PMO in the
Network Processing department. We are responsible for
managing the core payment processing systems — sys-
tems which have to be secure and bomb-proof, as well as
capable of managing 15,000 transactions per second. At
the same time Visa is a technology company, constantly
developing new products to support payment process-
ing in the digital world. Balancing the structure needed
to protect the core systems with the nimbleness of high
tech new product development is a challenge. Never a
dull moment. 
Gail Prindle Vawter ’85 
I am a Partner at Tech Solutions Now. 
Tim Kelly ’86 
Four years ago, I started TeamsCompete.com which 
was founded to automate and streamline the complex
task of scheduling travel sport leagues. We accom-
plished this by building a service around our internal
Scheduling Engine technology; allowing our clients to
eliminate hundreds of hours of volunteer time and bet-
ter manage the fire drills that occur with last minute
changes. We schedule Hockey, Soccer, Football and
Lacrosse leagues across the country. 
Dan Kiskis ’86 
I work at the University of Michigan, and I recently ac-
cepted a position as an Enterprise Architect working in
the CIO’s Office of Strategy and Planning. In this role,
I help develop the overall strategic plan for IT on cam-
pus. I work with IT providers and leaders across the Uni-
versity to understand the technologies and services they
provide and to help them make the right investment deci-
sions to achieve the strategic goals of the University. I’ve
been working at UM for most of my career since receiving
my Ph.D. here in 1992. I’ve worked in many CS-related
jobs in a number of different schools and departments of
the University. My new position lets me draw on that
experience and the connections I’ve made with the other
staff and faculty along the way to make a real difference
in the overall success of a top research University. 
Linda Parker Gates ’86 
I am the Civil Sector Lead in the Client Technical Solu-
tions Directorate at the Software Engineering Institute,
Carnegie Mellon University. I manage CTSD’s Civil Sec-
tor portfolio and staff. I have over 25 years of experi-
ence in strategic planning, organizational improvement,
process improvement, technology transition, and related
fields. My current work focuses on strategy develop-
ment for federal government agencies. 

I am a Senior Examiner on the Baldrige Board of Examin-
ers of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award. I
have been on the Board since 2011. 
Among other publications, articles, and blogs, I pub-
lished “Strategic Planning with Critical Success Fac-
tors and Future Scenarios,” CMU/SEI-2010-TR-037, in
November 2010. 
Lloyd Montgomery ’87 
I am Program Manager for J.F. Taylor Inc., providing en-
gineering support to the Manned Flight Simulator, Patux-
ent Naval Air Station. 
Neal Wilson ’88 
I am Director of Professional Services, Digital Insight an
NCR Company. I manage a team of seasoned program
and project managers with experience in overseeing com-
plex conversion projects for financial institutions, such
as Online banking platform conversions, financial insti-
tution mergers, and core processor conversions. I and
my team provide strategic guidance and leadership ex-
perience for conversion projects in an effort to deliver a
great conversion experience. I have been with Digital In-
sight for nine years and have over 25 years of experience
working with large financial institutions as a consultant
and engineer. As Director of Professional Services, I op-
erated as Digital Insight delivery executive sponsor for
the largest client partners. 
Doug Donohoe ’90 
In August 2015, I moved from San Francisco to Pitts-
burgh, PA where I’m starting a new job helping Rocket
Fuel, a California-based company, open up a new soft-
ware engineering office. Rocket Fuel utilizes machine 
learning and artificial intelligence to help companies op-
timize their online ad spending. Pittsburgh is a great
city with an up and coming tech scene. Companies like
Google, Uber, Facebook and Apple all have offices here. 
Chrissy Juergens ’94 
I started grad school in August at National Defense Uni-
versity, in the Information Resource Management Col-
lege, working on a degree in Cyberspace Strategy. 
Christopher Swanson ’94 
I will serve as President Elect of the Ohio Section of the 
Mathematical Association of America during the 2015–
2016 academic year before starting my term as President. 
Martha Mulligan ’96 
I am a math teacher and math department chairperson
at Northside College Prep HS in Chicago, IL. Northside
is consistently ranked as one of the top high schools in
the nation. This year, I teach four sections of AP Calcu-
lus (BC and AB) and one section of dance. This is my
15th year at Northside. I am also an adjunct lecturer at
Northwestern University’s School of Education and So-
cial Policy. I teach one class in the MSEd program at NU. 
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Dan Stoner ’96 
I came to Florida in 2002 when my wife accepted a teach-
ing position at the University of Florida in Gainesville.
I have been employed at UF ever since. I am currently
staff at the Advanced Computing and Information Sys-
tems (ACIS) Laboratory to work on iDigBio, the National
Resource for Advancing Digitization of Biodiversity Col-
lections funded by the National Science Foundation. In-
tegrated Digitized Biocollections (iDigBio) enables data
of millions of biological specimens to be used by the re-
search community, government agencies, students, edu-
cators, and the general public. 
Within the Univeristy of Florida, ACIS is housed under
the Deparment of Electrical & Computer Engineering
which is part of the College of Engineering. The ACIS
Lab conducts fundamental and applied research on all
aspects of systems that integrate computing and informa-
tion processing. Current ACIS research falls under the
broad categories of Cloud Computing, Cyberinfrastruc-
ture for e-science and e-health, Autonomic Computing,
Computer Architecture, and Peer-to-peer Computing. 
Prior to joining ACIS in 2014, I served at the University
of Florida in a number of roles: 

• Supported large scale server infrastructure for UF’s
central IT organization (UFIT) in the Computing
and Networking Services / Open Systems Group 

• Contributed to the Development of a Data Ware-
house at the Shimberg Center for Housing Studies 

• Supported statisticians at the Children’s Oncology
Group Research Data Center, Gainesville 

• Administered Server and Network infrastructure 
at the Florida Museum of Natural History 

At this point in my career I am very pleased with my
current work-life balance. My day job gives me plenty
of challenge and interesting projects. I use Open Source
software and run Linux on all of my computers. Occa-
sionally I am able to make some free time to “hack” on
software projects or tinker with devices such as the Rasp-
berry Pi. 
Most of my free time goes to my primary hobby — run-
ning. I ran Cross Country and Track at Denison, but grad-
ually got out of the running habit, put on weight, and
generally got myself back to fitness square zero. A soft
belly was nice when we had sleeping newborns, but as
the babies turned into toddlers it became more important
to be able to keep up with them. Running is now a regu-
lar part of my life, and the love I have for this activity is
far greater than I ever had in my earlier years. In Febru-
ary I ran a Boston Qualifying marathon time (under 3:15
for my age group). I think my kids would be excellent
runners if they ever decided to focus on fitness instead
of Minecraft. 

As summer came to a close and the fall 2015 school year
began, my wife and I both commented to friends and
family that this had been the best summer ever. Avoid-
ing a “what we did last summer” report, it is enough
to say that our two daughters are growing up, the old-
est now in middle school, and these little creatures have
transformed into cherished peers and collaborators. 
Fei Shen ’99 
I joined Kilpatrick Townsend as an IP attorney at KP’s
San Diego office in July. Previously, I worked at Pills-
bury Winthrop Shaw and Pittman San Diego for about 3
years. I would also love to keep in touch and wish the
department continued success, which I take great pride
in. 
Jim Deverick ’00 
I am now a Lecturer of Computer Science at The College
of William & Mary, where I will teach a variety of courses
in the undergraduate curriculum. 
Jake Tawney ’00 
I have relocated to Phoenix, Arizona, where I am the Di-
rector of Curricula for Great Hearts Academies, a net-
work of schools dedicated to classical liberal arts educa-
tion. In May, my wife Christina (’00) and I welcomed our
7th child, Edmund Campion, into the world. 
Dave Michael ’01 
I’m still working at Google in beautiful Boulder, Col-
orado. I recently changed teams from working on
Chrome over to Geo. My team uses machine learning
and some other interesting algorithms to try to improve
our Google Maps data automatically based on satellite
and street view imagery. 
Maneesh Subherwal ’01 
I am Managing Director, U.K. at ThoughtWorks, a global
technology consulting firm based in London. 
Steven Ayers ’03 
I was selected as a top 20 business professional under the
age of 40 in the Stark County area as decided by Canton
Chamber of Commerce and ystark.org. 
Jessica Corum ’04 
I am Assistant Principal at Newark HS, and my little sis-
ter just started as a Freshman at Denison this year!! 
Rececca Mazur ’04 
I’ve switched jobs and finished my Masters from Har-
vard – can’t remember if I wrote about that before. The 
“official” description for the Masters is “Graduated May
2015 from the Harvard University Extension School with
an A.L.M. in Information Technology.” Anywhere else
that’d be an M.L.A., but Harvard’s strange. Also, I’m
now working for Velir, a web agency in Davis Square,
Somerville, MA; just started here three weeks ago. 
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Allison Orr ’05 
I’m working as a senior animator for Sony Playstation. 
Nathan Schmidt ’06 
I have had two major life changes recently. First, I
got married to Delora Tynes. Second, I changed jobs.
I was working for the Naval Surface Warfare Center
Dahlgren Division in Virginia but got a new job working
for Hewlett Packard (HP … soon to be Hewlett Packard
Enterprise or HPE) in Ft. Collins, CO. I’m currently work-
ing with Java, Spring, and Hibernate on business logic
related software development efforts. 
Evan Starr ’07 
In May 2014, I graduated from the University of Michi-
gan with a PhD in Economics and took a joint ap-
pointment as an assistant professor in the School of
Labor and Employment Relations and the Department
of Economics at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. During my first year I taught Quantitative
Methods for Masters in Human Resources students and 
labor economics to Econ Phd students. My time in Illi-
nois was short, however, because my wife Kelsey (’07)
and I just moved to the DC area this summer. I recently
took a job as an Assistant Professor in the University of
Maryland Smith School of Business. I’m looking forward
to continuing my research on the use and impacts of non-
compete agreements and teaching both undergrad and
graduate students. 
Jeff Camealy ’08 
After graduation I moved to a cabin in the woods of Ken-
tucky — thanks Homestead for that inspiration. Next I
moved to Chicago where I started and ran a small arti-
san fabrication business. After this I began to work full
time as a software engineer. First on audio software and
then on iPhone applications. This has all lead me to my
current work as an iOS Apps Engineer for Apple in Cu-
pertino, CA. I live nearby in Santa Cruz California with
my wife Maureen and our two kids. 
Nicole (Scholtz) Lazar ’08 
We welcomed our first baby, Lucas, in October of last 
year. I started my own business almost 5 years ago
in holistic health, Revitalize Health Coaching. I teach 
women (and enlightened men) how to lose weight and
keep it off, even when nothing else has worked. 

Sam Behrend ’09 
I graduated from UNC with my MS in Pure Mathematics
in 2012. I started working towards becoming a licensed
actuary and was hired by Towers Watson as an actuarial
analyst at the beginning of 2013. I have since passed all
preliminary exams and only need to submit a few more
modules before getting my ASA accreditation. Other-
wise things are pretty unexciting. :) 
Shaun McFall ’10 
I continue to be wicked awesome. 
Editor’s note: In addition to being wicked awesome, Shaun re-
cently moved back to Ohio from Wisconsin. He is “helping
Honda crash cars” at their plant in Marysville, Ohio. 
Jacob Shapiro ’10 
Fall 2015 marked the start of my fourth year as a grad stu-
dent at Purdue. I am currently researching scattering res-
onances, which is a subfield of partial differential equa-
tions. On the family side of things, I married my wife
Katelyn in August 2014, after having met her through the
Purdue Salsa Dance Club. We live in West Lafayette with
our goldendoodle dog named Zeus. 
Zachary Goldman ’11 
I am currently living in Boston while working on my
Ed.M. in Education Policy and Management at the Har-
vard Graduate School of Education. 
Mary Kimberly ’11 
I have had an exciting year filled with change! I started
a new job in April with Evolent Health as an employee
benefits consultant and I am currently in the last semester
of my MBA at Weatherhead School of Management. I
also just relocated to the greater Philadelphia area from
Cleveland. I’m looking forward to our 5 year reunion
this spring and hope to see many of you there!! 
Andrew Krawchyk ’11 
Hi there! It’s my first time submitting news since gradu-
ating so I’ll focus on my recent work. 
I work for ISL (https://isl.co/), a digital agency,
as a Creative Technologist on our engineering team. ISL
has multiple teams supporting a lot of different work:
social agency of record for big brands, physical product
builds, stunt marketing and live-streaming, and web ap-
plication/platform development. We also do plenty of 

Social media 

We are on both LinkedIn and Facebook! You can join the Denison Math & CS group on LinkedIn at 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=122208 . 

The Department’s Facebook page can be found at 

https://www.facebook.com/DUMathandCS . 
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in-house experimentation with internet-of-things hard-
ware and sensors. 
In my role as a Creative Technologist, I’m responsible
for building web applications, micro-sites, and internal
workflow tools. I’m involved in all phases of these types
of projects from creative discovery to implementation
and deployment, so I get to interface with clients and do
a lot of cross-team work. Generally, I work on the front-
end of these applications, but have plenty of back-end
code committed as well. I also lead two internal work-
ing groups for teaching and knowledge sharing around
front-end topics as well a performance topics. Just like a
Denison, there have been a few late nights but it’s been
nothing shy of fun! 
Currently, my main focus is developing the front-end
of Service Year (https://serviceyr.org/) a Django
based web application that aims to connect service orga-
nizations with corps members and volunteers. I work on
a team comprised of 8–10 developers, 3 UX/designers,
and 2 project managers. We follow an agile methodol-
ogy for project management and are wrapping up our
final sprint before the official public launch of the plat-
form! 
I also teach Front-End Web Development (FEWD) classes
at General Assembly DC (https://generalassemb.
ly/education/front-end-web-development/
washington-dc). My upcoming class this November
will be the third section I’ve taught. I’m always surprised
how much more I learn from teaching than from my day-
to-day development work. It’s also incredibly rewarding
to teach new skills to my peers and those older than me.
It’s crazy seeing everyone progress from understand-
ing relative paths to for loops in JavaScript! Every class
brings me back to CS 101 :D 

Farhod Olimov ’12 
I am working on a Ph.D. in economics at Penn State. 
Holly Wilson ’13 
I will be graduating from University of Richmond School
of Law in May 2016. My plan is to take the West Virginia
bar exam and to clerk for a federal district court judge for
a year after graduation. I will then be clerking for Judge
Stephanie Thacker on the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals 

for the 2017–2018 term in Charleston, West Virginia. 
Yuting Chen ’14 
I will be graduating from Cornell (Master of Engineering
in Computer Science) this May (2015). I will join Gold-
man Sachs technology division as a full time technology
analyst in New York City after graduation. I miss Deni-
son and our department so much! That contains some of
my best memories! 
Karla Dixon ’14 
After graduation I attended Miami University of Ohio for
a one year masters program in applied economics. Cur-
rently I am working at Abercrombie and Fitch in New
Albany as a Web Analyst. 
Danny Persia ’14 
After recently finishing an MST in Secondary Education
program at Boston College, I’ll be beginning my first
year as a full-time mathematics teacher (9–12) on the
STEAM team (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics) at the Boston Arts Academy. BAA 
is Boston’s only public high school for the visual and
performing arts. I’ll also be teaching a writing semi-
nar, advising a group of theatre students, and work-
ing with those interested in poetry, fiction, and nonfic-
tion. I’m fortunate to be supported by a Noyce Teach-
ing Fellowship (NSF), Math for America, and the Educa-
tion Development Center. For more on our school, visit
bostonartsacademy.org. 
Edward Takahashi ’14 
I am currently back in Japan and will soon be working as
a software engineer at the Japanese Telecommunication
company. Living in my home country for the first time
since I was 15, I am having a good time rediscovering
many things. 
Laura Venzke ’14 
I graduated from The Ohio State University this past May
with a Master of Accounting degree. I will start working
for Ernst & Young in Assurance Services at their Colum-
bus office this September. 
Raghav Daswani ’15 
I have started working at a startup called JOOR in New
York City. I work as a Client Data Analyst. 

News to share? 

We would love to hear from you! To share your news with us, and have it included in the next newsletter,
please fill out the form linked from the “Alumni & Careers” sections of our Department web sites. Or use this 
direct link: http://goo.gl/forms/POvlRyAutR . 
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