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Outside of teaching I was able to travel to many places. During my time abroad I went to 15 
different countries and 3 continents. Being able to travel “around the world” see different 
“ways of life” and gain new perspectives on other cultures was definitely a big highlight of 
my time abroad.  
 
Furthermore, my French skills improved dramatically while living in France. Living in a small 
town where few spoke English allowed me to immerse myself in the French language. I 
have recently accepted another teaching year in France beginning next fall, and I hope to 
continue improving my French and use my language skills later in life.  

My time in France was an incredible, challenging, and fulfilling journey. I learned to 
successfully navigate all aspects of life in a different language and culture as well as how to 
teach English as a second language. My job was very demanding, however, it was a very 
gratifying and enriching 8 months. During my time at Denison, I never thought I would end 
up teaching in France for two years of my life. I am so thankful for the experience and 
opportunity. I credit my liberal arts education for my success!  
 

 

GRADUATE UPDATES 

I spent the past 8 months teaching abroad in France 
through TAPIF, a French government English teaching 
assistantship program. I lived in Millau, a small town in the 
south of France and taught in an even smaller town, 
Saint-Affrique. I had fourteen different classes, with 
students ranging between the ages of 2 and 11 years old. 
My role as a language assistant included preparing 30-45 
minute lesson plans which aimed to improve my students' 
oral, listening, and comprehension skills in English. Most 
of my students had little to no English ability, so it was a 
challenging, yet rewarding, job.  

 

Taylor Frame 

(DU ’14) 
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Lauren Stowe Jones (DU ’02) is an 

instructor at Columbus State Community 

College.  She teaches developmental 

English, reading, and college success 

skills classes to first-time community 

college students. 
 

 

Nationwide, over half of all incoming community college students test at the 

developmental level in reading, writing, and/or mathematics, suggesting that those 

students may not succeed in college-level work without intensive support or 

foundational skills practice.  Pressure from state and non-profit agencies have 

prompted innovations to move these academically at-risk students quickly to credit-

bearing coursework.  At Columbus State, Lauren coordinates a “boot camp” for both 

college and hopeful dual enrollment high school students to better prepare them for 

high stakes placement tests. Currently, she sits on a task force that is reviewing 

placement procedures and testing alternatives.  
  
At Denison, Lauren was an English and Education double major, Writing Center 

tutor, DCGA Vice President, and a member of Kappa Delta Pi.  She started her 

professional career teaching seventh grade in Boston Public Schools and earned her 

Master of Education degree at Boston University.  She taught at Capital University 

and Zane State College before beginning her tenure-track job at Columbus State 

Community College.  
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Angela Trinh (DU ’16) is working in 

Newark this summer at the Garden of 

Hope. Her internship consists of 3 three-

week sessions, each involving about 6 

students between the ages of 13 and 17. 

CURRENT STUDENT INTERNSHIPS
 

 

DU rising senior Anne McKiterick offers the following reflection on how her study in 

Dr. Jerrell Beckham’s class, “The Black American Legal Struggle,” has carried over into 

her summer internship at the U.S. Supreme Court. “I am working in the office of the 

curator at the Court and I take visitors around on tours and provide 30 minute courtroom 

lectures. One big aspect that comes up is the Brown v. Board case and I often rely on 

what we discussed in class during these discussions. It was and will continue to be an 

important aspect of the Court's history.  I also wanted to let you know that I had the 

chance to meet Justice Sotomayor. I spoke with her about our class we had last semester 

and she seemed touched that we had read her dissent on affirmative action in class. She is 

truly one of the kindest people and I was proud that I was able to draw on my knowledge 

from class when speaking with her.” Well done, Anne! 

 

 

 

 

The program, in consultation with the Licking County Juvenile Court, assigns students 

to groups on the basis of gender. Angela plans daily activities for the students that 

include gardening for about 30 minutes, and excursions to Denison or other local field 

trips.  
 

Although community service is an important part of this program, mentorship also 

plays a role. Angela considers how to motivate the students to stay out of trouble and 

encourages them to move forward without letting their mistakes from the past 

determine their future. She lets the students know that she values their voices by 

making efforts to incorporate their contributions. For example, Angela invites student 

input on developing lesson plans, their feedback on activities, and listens to their 

expectations and goals for the program. She has noticed that it is important to build 

relationships with the students so that they all can engage in dialogue productively. 

Angela says she enjoys learning from the students and sharing her own experiences in 

education regarding challenges she has faced in school.  
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Denison had an outsized presence at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 

Association (AERA) in Chicago this spring. The theme of the 2015 conference was “Toward 

Justice: Culture, Language, and Heritage in Education Research and Praxis.”  Denison faculty 

addressed the topic from multiple angles.  

 

Assistant Professor of Education Emily Nemeth presented her paper, “‘What’s Happening in the 

Story’: Creating Intertextual Tensions for Critical Consciousness,” in one session and was part of 

a panel on “We Women Speak: Reflections on My First Year in Academia” in another. Assistant 

Professor of Environmental Studies Olivia Aguilar presented her paper, “Developing a 

Theoretical Framework for Community-Based Environmental Education,” in a session on “The 

Promise of Learning in Place and With(in) Community: Stories and Embedded Justice.” 

Professor of Education Karen Graves presented her ongoing research on Supreme Court Justice 

Lewis Powell, “Justice Powell’s Critical Turn in Education Policy,” and organized a Presidential 

Session, “Toward Justice on Campus: Confronting a Culture of Sexual Violence.” Denison Vice 

President Laurel Kennedy served as Discussant for this session, inviting audience members to 

engage with the panelists’ research on higher education policy and politics regarding sexual 

assault on campus. And the Queer Studies Special Interest Group presented Graves with a Body 

of Work award in recognition of her significant scholarly contributions to the field.   

 

In July Graves attended a Capitol Hill briefing on LGBTQ issues in education in Washington. 

The event, sponsored by AERA, highlighted some of the research in its recent publication, 

LGBTQ Issues in Education: Advancing a Research Agenda. Graves contributed a chapter to the 

volume.  

  

“The American Educational Research Association (AERA), a national research society, strives to 

advance knowledge about education, to encourage scholarly inquiry related to education, and to 

promote the use of research to improve education and serve the public good.”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.aera.net/EducationResearch/IssuesandInitiatives/IssuesandInitiativesLGBTQIssuesinEducation/tabid/16010/Default.aspx
http://www.aera.net/AboutAERA/tabid/10062/Default.aspx
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“But can you expect teachers to revolutionize the social order for the good of 

the community? Indeed we must expect this very thing. The educational 

system of a country in worthless unless it accomplishes this task.” 1 

 
 

Throughout his career, as high school teacher and principal, Dean of the School of Liberal Arts at Howard 

University and West Virginia State College, founder of the Association for the Study of African 

American Life and History, and the Journal of Negro History, Carter G. Woodson exposed weaknesses in 

the social studies curriculum which stemmed from the omission of African and African American history. 

Woodson’s critique of the curriculum addressed issues that would command wider scholarly attention 

later in the twentieth century. 

Carter Woodson entered Douglass High School in Huntington, West Virginia later than most students. He 

had to work his way there, laboring as a coal miner before his formal education could continue. He 

graduated from Berea College in Kentucky, studied at the Sorbonne, graduated with a Master’s degree in 

European history from the University of Chicago and a Ph.D. in history from Harvard.  

 

Denison graduate, Carter Barnett (DU, 1892) was Principal at Douglass High School when his cousin, 

Carter Woodson, attended. Barnett played center field on the championship 1890 Denison baseball team 

and married Callie Jackson, a Granville High School graduate, in 1893. After moving to West Virginia 

the Barnetts sent their sons to live with grandparents in Granville so they could attend integrated schools. 

Carl Barnett graduated with a degree in architecture from The Ohio State University. His brother, Leroy 

Barnett graduated from OSU with a degree in medicine.  

 

Carter Barnett was fired from Douglass High School in 1900 when the newspaper he edited, The West 

Virginia Spokesman, promoted an independent slate of Black candidates for political office. Woodson 

was hired to replace Barnett as Principal at the school, an early step in an incomparable scholarly career. 

According to the Memorial Volume of Denison University, 1831-1906, Barnett worked in education for at 

least one more year, at Fairmont School, before entering into business in Columbus, Ohio. 

 

See Burnis R. Morris, “Carter G. Woodson: The Early Years, 1875-1903,” ASALH: Celebrating our 

Centennial, http://asalh100.org/carter-g-woodson-the-early-years-1875-1903/; Rose Schrott, “From the 

Archives,” Denison Magazine Online, https://denisonmagazine.com/uncommon-ground/from-the-

archives-5/; and, “Father of Black History Month and His Tie to Black College Baseball Pioneers,” Black 

College Nines: Current and Historical HBCU Baseball News, 13 February 2015, 

http://blackcollegenines.com/?p=1359.  

 

 
1 Carter Godwin Woodson, The Mis-Education of the Negro (Washington, DC: The Associated 

Publishers, 1933, reprinted 1977 by AMS Press), 145.    

  

A Denison Connection to Educational History 

http://asalh100.org/
http://asalh100.org/
https://books.google.com/books?id=DpkaAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA240&lpg=PA240&dq=denison+university+carter+barnett&source=bl&ots=dxmkizCpWy&sig=kOGpNtiW9oYluqvR8zXMuT3MCmQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CDkQ6AEwCGoVChMI3s2WzvLfxgIVwZmACh1DQAvS#v=onepage&q=denison%20university%20carter%20barnett&f=false
http://asalh100.org/carter-g-woodson-the-early-years-1875-1903/
https://denisonmagazine.com/uncommon-ground/from-the-archives-5/
https://denisonmagazine.com/uncommon-ground/from-the-archives-5/
http://blackcollegenines.com/?p=1359
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If you are an incoming student please stop by the Department of 

Education office, 107 Knapp Hall, to meet students, faculty, and staff 

when you get to campus. We would love to talk with you about what 

education students are doing at Denison! 

 

If you are a current student or alum, please keep us posted on your 

work. 

 

I hope your summer finishes up in grand fashion! 

 

 

Karen Graves 

Professor and Chair, Department of Education, Denison University 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Barb Bruner for editing the Summer 2015 edition of 

the newsletter for the Department of Education! 
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