
 

         

 
  

  
 

   

  
 

 
 

             

    
     

      
    

    
     

        
      

     
     

    
         

      
      

    
 

    

SAVE THE DATE! 

Denison University Educational 
Studies Department 

Spring Newsletter 

Taco Bar 
May 5 

Graduation 
May 16 

Spring 2015 

What Have You Missed? 

University of Florida Professor Sevan Terzian 
visited Denison in March to discuss his recent book, 
Science Education and Citizenship. The Department of 
Education coordinated with the Departments of Biology, 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, the Environmental Studies 
Program, History, Mathematics and Computer Science, 
Psychology, and the Theta of Ohio chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa to sponsor the lecture. Professor Terzian spoke with 
students and faculty in a lunch session regarding his new 
research on the history of gifted education programs for 
African American and Latino students, and taught a session 
in EDUC 213: "The U.S. Education System" as part of his 
visit. Prior to the evening lecture Adam and Anne 
Weinberg hosted a reception and dinner for Professor 
Terzian, students, and faculty at Monomoy House. 



 

 
 

    

   
  

    

     

          
       

       
     

      
         

        
    

     

    
    

    
    

      
       

      

     
      

      
    

      
   

         
      

    
   

 

     
  

       
      

     
    

    
   

      
     

     
   

     
      

     
      

   
      

    
    

    
 

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES SPRING 2015 

Are You Ready 
To Register? 

Fall 2015 Schedule 

213: “US Education System:” MWF 8:30-9:20 Graves; TR 10:00-11:20 Beckham 
246: “Education For Science Literacy:” MWF 11:30-12:20 Specht 

250: “Learner & Teacher: Adolescence:” TW 8:30-9:50 Baker 
280: “Field Experience:” T 11:30-1:20 Baker 

312: “Literacy and Learning:” MWF 10:30- 11:20 Nemeth 
345: “In The Company of Educated Women:” MWF 9:30-10:20 Graves 

360: “History of Black Education:” TF 3:00- 4:20 Beckham 
390: “Critical Pedagogy:” MWF 9:00-10:20 Nemeth 

421: “Senior Seminar:” T 1:30-4:20 Nemeth 

Course Highlights From Spring Semester 

In “Queer(ing) Texts: Disrupting Narratives in 
Schools” students are asked to critically examine 
lesbian and gay issues in educational settings. The 
course begins with providing a general understanding 
of what schooling, education, sex, gender, and 
sexuality are. In addition, the course offers a context 
of queer history of education in the United States. 

Ashley Cervantes, a current Denisonian, 
believes that taking this course has broadened her 
perspective on the different types of inclusiveness 
teachers should promote in school. Ashley believes 
that “sometimes we think of inclusiveness as 
something pertaining to only racial groups, and all 
that does is leave out sexual minorities. This class 
definitely stresses the importance of taking the whole 
person into account, regardless of who they are and 
where they come from.” 

“History of Black Education” gives students 
the opportunity to explore African American 
education, as well as African Americans views of 
education. The goal is to consider and compare 
what information is given to students versus actual 
historical data, along with looking at how 
democracy has played a critical role in education 
and vice versa. 

As Professor Beckham’s syllabus states, 
“students who take this class should gain a clearer 
understanding of the vital role Blacks played and 
continue to play in challenging the United States to 
live up to its ascribed principles of freedom and 
democracy, as well as a more thorough 
understanding of how race and racism have limited 
the opportunities and life chances for Blacks and 
other groups in education and beyond.” 

“History of Black Education” is a great 
course for students who are looking into working 
with diverse populations and those who are 
interested in the education of African Americans. 
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EDUCATIONAL STUDIES SPRING 2015 

Here’s What Some of Our 
Alumni Are Up To…. 

Congratulations to Drew Sorenson, DU ’14, 
who has accepted a job with the School for 
Field Studies, based in Boston. He will be 

working with four groups of college students 
taking a field based biology seminar in 

Australia over the course of the next year. 

“As ski season is ramping up and snow is once 
again in the forecast, I scour stores for board shorts, 
raincoats, and quick dry apparel. My seasonal change 
from a lovely Vermont winter to what I am expecting to 
be a wet but wonderful Australian summer is imminent. I 
will be leaving for Far North Queensland, Australia, 
specifically, many miles up the Gillies Highway from 
Cairns in the Wet Tropics World Heritage site on the 
Atherton Tablelands. 

I am working with students who have come to 
Australia to study, as I once did, from various 
American colleges and universities. I will be spending the 
next year researching, photographing, and learning as 
much of Australia's beauty as possible.” 

Nicole Perry ‘07 
  
Nicole Perry graduated from Denison in 2007 with a double major in English and Education. While at 

Denison she was an active member of Kappa Delta Pi. Since then, Nicole earned a Master of Arts in English 
Education from The Ohio State University and is currently working on a second teaching license from Ashland 
University in Special Education. After leaving Denison, Nicole substitute taught in a number of districts 
around Columbus, Ohio for a year before landing her dream job teaching 10th and 11th grade English for 
Dublin City Schools. She is now in her 7th year in Dublin! In addition to teaching, Nicole serves as a Student 
Council advisor and has been part of curriculum development teams for the district. The majority of Nicole's 
teaching schedule has always been made up of Inclusion classes, which means that she co-teaches with an 
Intervention Specialist due to the large numbers of students with special needs who are in her classes. Nicole 
writes: 

"I absolutely love being a teacher and embracing the new challenges that come with each day. By far the best 
aspect of my job is working with the students. I love getting to know each and every one and witnessing their 

successes, large or small. It can be exhausting, but my students are constantly keeping me on my toes and 
pushing me to learn more!" 
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EDUCATIONAL STUDIES SPRING 2015 

On February 20th, the 
Department of Education held their 
annual Alumni Panel featuring Jesse 
Yeager ‘10, Zara Spooner ‘07, Becca 
Abrams ‘13, and Johnathan Green ‘10. 
Jesse, an Assistant Director of 
Admissions at Denison, works with 
students from both Chicago and Ohio. 
She was a sociology/anthropology 
major with a minor in education and 
later received her Masters degree in 
Michigan. While at Denison, Jesse 
conducted her summer and senior 
research on first generation college 
students. The knowledge she acquired 
has definitely aided her in her current 
position. Another alum, Johnathan, an 
education and Spanish double major, 
went on to complete an education 
program at Stanford and now teaches 
teachers how to use and incorporate 
technology in the classroom. Becca and 
Zara were both double majors in 
psychology and education at 
Denison. Becca is now a teacher who 
works with refugee students and their 
families while Zara is a director of 
multicultural affairs at the Pingree 
School. 

It was evident that the guests 
became aware that not all career paths 
are going to be clear cut and 
direct. The panelists emphasized 
utilizing the skills obtained through the 
liberal arts education Denison provides. 
Celeste Alsina stated, “I always find the 
alumni panel helpful and inspiring 
because it helps me realize there are an 
abundance of opportunities for 
educational studies majors and minors 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom.” Most panelists recalled 
attending the Alumni Panel during their 
time here at Denison and were excited 
to be participating on this year’s panel. 
The Department of Education would 
like to thank the panelists and those 
who attended for a wonderful event. 

Emma Hazel ‘12 
Emma Hazel, class of 2012, has a unique group of 

colleagues at the Lincoln Children's Zoo in Lincoln Nebraska. As 
the supervisor of the domestic animals, including the pony rides, 
goats, and camels, the Hive, which has over twenty species of 
insects, reptiles and amphibians, and the Critter Outpost, which 
allows for personal experiences with smaller mammals and birds, 
Emma draws on her liberal arts training to truly build connections 
(Cronon, 1998) and to facilitate educational encounters between 
the animals and the young people visiting the zoo. Within these 
three areas of supervision (i.e., domestics, the Hive, and the 
Critter Outpost), Emma also manages a staff of about 12 people 
who lead with Zoo Crew, a program for young people between 
the ages of 11 to 16 who come to the zoo to volunteer and to 
apprentice in the role of zoo keeper. 

In February of this year, Emma moved from the Columbus 
Zoo to the Lincoln Children's Zoo to accept the position of 
Animal Programs Manager. In addition to her responsibilities 
within the zoo, Emma travels around the community to do animal 
shows. She is also recognized for her abilities to train prehensile 
tailed porcupines and the Goffin's cockatoo. In the photo, Emma 
and Scout (an Eastern Screech Owl ) are presenting to families 
about the traits and characteristics of owls. Emma's new 
position allows her to be the kind of educator she has wanted to 
be. She writes, "It's an amazing job and something I've been 
working toward since I knew I wanted to do something with 
education [beyond schools] . I just needed to open myself up to 
new possibilities and locations. " 
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EDUCATIONAL STUDIES SPRING 2015 

Some Stars In Our Department 

Keyonta Thomas 
The Education Department would like to send congratulations to Keyonta Thomas. Keyonta, currently a 
senior, is an Education and Black Studies major from Chicago, Illinois. He has recently been given the 
incredible opportunity upon graduation to work in his old high school as a college and career coordinator 
through the program GEAR UP, which he also participated in during his May Term. The program funded 
through Northeastern University stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs and is designed to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to enter and 
succeed in postsecondary education. As a coordinator, Keyonta will be working with a group of seventh 
graders and continue to work with the same students through their high school graduation. He will be taking 
students on college tours and assisting them with college applications, as well as serving as a positive role 
model and mentor for his students. Congratulations and we wish you the best of luck on your new journey! 

Rico 
Rico, a junior from Chicago, Illinois, is currently enrolled in Dr. Graves’ “Legal Issues in Education 
“course. This course has become one of her favorites, along with “Gay and Lesbian Issues in 
Education.” Rico says, “both of these courses have introduced me to different social issues that I 
never thought had much of an impact on the education system and schooling in general. Both courses 
have made me well aware of how much of an impact social beliefs have on the way schools operate. I 
feel like these courses are extremely important and beneficial because they allow future educators to 
see the various biases that are behind many educational policies. It is also incredible to see the many 
lawsuits that have been brought against many school districts. These courses are a reminder that 
students have legal rights, and those rights don't magically disappear once they walk into a school 
building.” Rico plans on earning a Masters Degree along with a teaching certification after graduating 
from Denison. 

Angela Trinh 
Angela Trinh, a junior from Boston, Massachusetts, completed two separate May Terms, one 
through the Posse Foundation and the other through Citizen Schools, both in Boston. During her time 
at the Posse Foundation, Angela organized the summer Posse event Boston Commons, reaching out 
to donors, scholars and alumni to come together for the annual event. She had numerous 
opportunities to serve as a role model, including participating in pre-collegiate sessions answering 
questions about college and even participating on a panel giving advice to Denison’s incoming first 
year Posse Scholars. Giving presentations and facilitating conversations were also a large part of her 
experience. While with the Citizen Schools, she helped generate quizzes to evaluate teachers in 
training all over the nation. Angela entered scores into the database and assisted in analyzing the 
data. Both of her experiences with the May Terms allowed her to gain further insight into education 
beyond a traditional classroom. Angela encourages participants to finish their reflections at the end 
of every day and not leave them until the end of summer, helping to ensure thoughtful reflections. 
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EDUCATIONAL STUDIES SPRING 2015 

Have You Completed Your May Term?
 

Looking For 
Something to Watch? 

Last semester the education 
department helped to host a 
movie night featuring 
Homestretch. The 2014 
documentary follows homeless 
Chicago teens in their struggles 
to find housing, receive a 
higher education and overall 
improve their lives. The movie 
gives a close look into the 
unseen obstacles that many 
youth face when trying to 
create the future they always 
dreamed of. Jessica Hess ’16 
said, “The movie was 
extremely moving and gave me 
a new perspective on the daily 
struggles many underprivileged 
students face. The reality of the 
situation is that students’ needs 
go a lot further than the 
classroom and for those 
thinking of teaching in low 
SES communities, this 
documentary is very relevant. I 
would highly recommend 
anyone wanting to work with 
children watch this 
documentary.” 

Don’t forget that as an education major a 100 hour 
internship is required. The May Term internship is an educational 
experience for students interested in teaching or pursuing other 
educational endeavors. It requires 100 hours in a P-12 classroom 
or in an education-related setting such as a publishing company, 
daycare, community-organization, or museum. During the 
internship the student acts as an apprentice to the site supervisor; 
in schools this takes the form of working a regular teacher's 
schedule for approximately three weeks. 

Appropriate activities for the classroom range from 
performing clerical duties to presenting lessons to small groups 
and whole classes. The Director of Field Experience at Denison 
monitors students' work during the internship through phone calls 
and email communication. The student will complete a reflective 
journal, a culminating paper, a student evaluation form, and a data 
collection sheet; the site supervisor will provide an evaluation of 
the student's work. 

Students are expected to develop a preliminary 
understanding of developmental issues concerning the age group 
with which they interact, cultural differences within the setting, 
collaborative and individual modes of teaching and learning, and 
the role of the school or institution in its community. 

Contact Suzanne Baker to communicate interest and 
brainstorm ideas for your May Term. 
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Opportunities Beyond Denison 
Teach for America (TFA) works to ensure that students living in low-income areas receive an 

equal education, through providing diverse and committed leaders. Individuals hired through TFA teach 
for two years in underserved communities helping to expand educational opportunities for these children. 
Intensive training and career development help to transition individuals into their role as not only a 
traditional educator but also an important role model. Individuals hired through TFA choose their top ten 
places to teach and are given a location based on the need of locations within their top choices. Salaries 
range depending on the place of teaching but all corps members receive health insurance and the 
opportunity to receive scholarships for future education. 

City Year believes that there is a gap between what the students need and what teachers alone are 
able to provide for them. Many students face obstacles outside of the classroom which interfere with their 
learning. City Year works to close the gap through supporting the students in and outside of the 
classroom, leading to increased graduation rates. This program is an 11-month commitment in which 
members not only change the lives of their students but also develop leadership and professional skills. 
The City Year website states “Our unique, intentional culture and values power our impact in schools and 
provides an immersive context for developing leaders. “ This program is incredible for those looking to 
gain more experience before applying to graduate schools and those who are unsure of their next step 
after Denison and want to gain a variety of helpful lifelong skills. 


