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“Learning to bridge gaps, 

one thumbs up at a time.” 

-Anthony Sernus ‘17 

  

 

“You have two hands; One to help 

yourself, and one to help others.” 

            -Artie Luptak ‘19 
  

Pictured Above (left to right): Anthony Sernus, Artie Luptak, Tarik Varesso 



 

 2 Educational Studies at Denison 

Fall Newsletter 2015 

From Us to You, or You to Us, WE Learn From Each Other!

 



 

 3 Educational Studies at Denison 

Fall Newsletter 2015 

The Educational Studies 
Department is lucky to 

have such dedicated, 
intelligent, and unique 
faculty members. Not 
only do they keep busy 
teaching, they are also 
each busy with projects 
outside of the classroom. 

 

 

MULTI-YEAR 

PARTNERSHIP 

PUBLICATION 

 “One of my current projects is a co-authored 

book describing a multi-year partnership among a 

large urban school district, a local and national 

teacher's union and a large land grant university 

designed to support the academic success of 

young people in high poverty public 

schools.  The partnership recognized that 

students ‘cite boredom and lack of experiences 

that connect schoolwork to the real world as 

underlying reasons for disengagement from 

school’(Bringing Learning to Life, 2012). 

Community engaged, service-learning projects 

proved to be a promising approach to 

reengaging these youth with their schooling 

experiences. 

  

 As researchers within the project, my co-author 

and I will share stories that emerged from the three-year 

partnership including the service-curriculum and 

community engagement; the literacy practices that 

blurred the boundaries between schools and 

communities allowing students to think broadly about 

textual resources; and the new roles young people 

assumed within the project including leader, activist, 

and public speaker.  The book will seek to highlight the 

necessary and important role certified teachers, K-12 

students, union representatives, and education 

researchers play in conversations about school change 

and student achievement. Moreover, it will illustrate the 

transformative power of their collective perspectives, 

areas of expertise, and problem solving strategies.” 

 

Dr. Emily Nemeth  
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     Will You Do an Education-

Related Internship Next Summer?  

“What do a 5th grade Math and 

Science classroom in Simpsonville, 

SC, the Cleveland Clinic Sight 

Center Summer Camp, an infant 

and toddler room in Johns Creek, 

GA, a 3rd grade classroom at 

Shanghai American School, Project 

Favela in Rio de Janero, Brazil, 

Woodcock Nature Center in 

Wilton, CT, and Weslaco Public 

Library in Weslaco, TX have in 

common?  These are some of the 

sites our Educational Studies 

majors chose for their internship in 

summer 2015. 

     Traditionally many Education 

majors and minors have sought an 

internship to help them determine 

the “next step” upon 

graduation.  For Educational 

Studies majors this is a graduation 

requirement. The May Term 

internship is one option.  It is an 

educational experience requiring 

100 hours in a P-12 classroom. The 

typical setup has the student 

returning home after finals in May 

and working alongside a teacher or 

school employee from his/her own 

educational experience, attending 

the school all day every day until 

the 100 hours are met 

(approximately 3 weeks). School 

options beyond a “traditional 

classroom” include shadowing a 

guidance counselor, school 

psychologist, intervention 

specialist, literacy specialist, ELL 

teacher, or administrator.  During 

this May Term the student assists 

the classroom teacher in any way 

possible, often taking a hand in 

leading activities or even teaching 

lessons. 

     Although many of our students 

spend their May Term in a school 

setting, other students choose to 

fulfill this requirement in a 

different type of education-related 

setting. Ideas for these internships 

include a publishing company, 

daycare, community organization, 

summer camp, higher education 

placement, hospital or clinic, or 

museum. What makes this 

internship requirement unique is 

that the site and the work chosen 

must be education-related.  During 

this type of internship the student 

acts as apprentice to the site 

supervisor.” 

     To find an internship that suits 

you, start by contacting Suzanne 

Baker (bakers@denison.edu) in the 

Department of Education.  The 

Center for Career Exploration can 

also assist you in finding non-

school internships that align with 

your interests and geographic 

region. 
 

 

 

STUDENT  

INTERNSHIPS 

 

Professor Suzanne Baker 
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“My overarching research explores the underrepresentation of people of 

color (namely Blacks, Latinas/os, Native Americans, and some groups 

of ethnic Asian Americans) in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) fields.  Currently I am looking at programs and 

institutions that have either been making inroads in terms of improving 

the outcome of people of color in STEM, or they have contributed to 

increasing awareness and dialogue among key constituencies about the 

underrepresentation of people of color in STEM.  The study I am 

currently doing looks at Historically Black Colleges and University 

(HBCUs) in terms of the enduring role they have played in addressing 

this concern. Moreover, it also looks at The Mathematics and Science 

for Minority Students Program at Phillips Academy Andover, The 

Mathematics, Engineering, Science, Achievement (MESA) Program 

and the Meyeroff Program at University of Maryland Baltimore 

County.  I argue that if these programs and schools as well as similar 

ones are reinforced, expanded, and able to work in concert then together 

they can make a meaningful difference in helping to change the current 

trends for people of color in STEM.” 

Dr. 

Jerrell  

Beckham 
 

 

LGBTQ PUBLICATION 

 

 Dr. Graves has kept busy with various research projects. One recent 

publication, a chapter in LGBTQ Issues in Education: Advancing a 

Research Agenda, appeared this summer. Another chapter in A.J. Angulo’s 

edited volume, Miseducation, is set for publication next spring. This book 

focuses on agnotology, the study of culturally induced ignorance. Graves's 

contribution concerns the ignorance of sexuality. In this chapter, she 

analyzes the experiences of gay and lesbian educators from the Cold War to 

more recent times to illustrate how ignorance of sexuality remains in 

schools, even as it evaporates in other parts of the culture. Working with 

Lucy Bailey at the Oklahoma State University, Graves is co-writing a few 

pieces on the history and scope of gender and education. As a long-term 

project, Dr. Graves is researching the impact that Supreme Court Justice 

Lewis F. Powell, Jr. had on pivotal policy issues in education at the end of 

the twentieth century.  

 

 

 

 

STEM RESEARCH 
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KAPPA 

DELTA 

PI’S 
 New President:  

Angela Trinh 

Angela, a senior from Boston, MA is majoring in Educational Studies. She is honored to 

serve as the Kappa Delta Pi president this year and to work alongside extraordinary KDP 

scholars, who also have a passion for making positive contributions to education. Some of 

KDP’s service projects for this academic school year include partnering with the 

Education Fellows to assemble “goodie bags” for students in the Educational Studies 

Department during finals, providing opportunities for everyone to write thank you notes 

to professors, and volunteering with local schools. Angela looks forward to having a 

productive year! She has made a great impact as president, devoting her time and energy 

to making a difference. 

 
 

 

Mollie Evans is a senior majoring in 
Educational Studies and minoring in 
Psychology. She runs on both the Cross 
Country and Track & Field teams at 
Denison. She is currently doing her senior 
component research on depression, 
particularly in college students. She is 
exploring the symptoms of depression and 
how they are similar to the symptoms of 
learning disorders. With the theory that 
depression should be treated as a learning 
disability, she believes that students with 
depression should receive more academic 
support. Mollie’s research is very unique 
and demonstrates how students learn and 
how learning disabilities impact a student’s 
education. 

SENIOR  

RESEARCH 

 

Mollie Evans  

Class of 2016  

 



 

 7 Educational Studies at Denison 

Fall Newsletter 2015 

 

 

Annie 

Paulson  

 
Class of 2016  

Hannah Flynn  

CLASS OF 2016  

  

 

 

“For my research I am studying 
play and toys and the relationship they 
have with children's development and 
learning. I am trying to answer the 
question; why is play so important and 
what role do toys play in this? I have 
looked at play theory and many studies 
about the effect of play on development 
and learning and I have studied the toy 
industry and looked at how toys have 
changed over time to be a reflection of 
our society today. This is a fun topic 
and I have loved spending my 
semester learning about it!” 

Limited Educational Prosperity:                                                          

A look at how ESL policy has failed in recent years 

 

    

 

 

The past fifty years have been a transitive time in our nation’s 

history, full of political spars, educational reforms, and an influx of non-

English speakers to the country.  In fact, current data from the Institution 

Cervantes indicates that the United States is now the largest Spanish-

speaking country outside of Mexico, being home to 41 million native 

Spanish speakers and 11.6 million bilingual Spanish-English 

speakers.  Additionally, the nation is comprised of millions of speakers of 

other languages such as Chinese, Tagalog, and Vietnamese.        

As this population has grown, the nature of education for English 

Language Learners has evolved.  Policies that once allowed for 

empowering, bilingual education programs are now primarily oriented 

toward English-only, assimilationist practices that rely heavily on high-

stakes testing.  This research examines the history of bilingual education 

from 1963 to today, questioning the ways in which current policies and 

practices limit the nation’s English Language Learners.  Further, the author 

of this paper highlights alternative, more humanizing methods of teaching 

English as a Second Language with the hopes that these practices may 

someday be implemented into policy.  As the population of English 

Language Learners continues to grow, educators across the country must 

continually strive to provide these students with adequate tools for success. 
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Bryan LeBlanc  

Denison Class of 2015                                                                                                                                   

Educational Studies Major, Psychology Minor                                                                                                              

Campus Involvement: DCGA, Outlook, The Denisonian, Kappa Delta Pi                                                                

Current Job: Program Coordinator, Denison University, Campus Leadership & Involvement Center  

What is your favorite funny Denison memory and why? 

 In retrospect, many of my memories are hilarious now, but were not funny in the moment. I once had a class with 

a friend and we both spent most of the day working next to each other during finals in the Knapp lab to finish the 

final essay. Thankfully, I had just finished and saved my essay when my friend kicked the power plug under his 

computer, cutting the power to all the computers in the room. He eventually turned it in on time, but he lost hours 

of work!  

Elena Speridakos  

Denison Class of 2012                                                                                                                                      

Education Major (early elementary concentration), Psychology & Women’s Studies Minors                          

Campus Involvement: Break Away, Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Women Studies TA, Student worker in Off- 

Campus Study Office                                                                                                                                                          

Current Job: Classroom Teacher at Ascend International School in Mumbai, India  

Favorite Denison Educational Studies professor and why?                                                            

I still have so much appreciation for the wonderful Educational Studies professors who were always willing to help 

me with assignments or just chat with me about what my next steps would be after Denison. Suzanne Baker is 

someone I have consistently kept in touch with and whom I credit for even considering teaching in the first place. 

She first encouraged me to take the field experience course at Denison, and from that experience, I decided to keep 

teaching. She was a great source of advice for me while at Denison and continues to offer her support even now.  

Jill Pass Denison Class of 1983                                                                                                                                                

Physical Education Major                                                                                                                                                

Campus Involvement: Delta Delta Delta Sorority, Field Hockey team, Women’s Tennis team                       

Current Job: Account Manager for Image Technologies Corporation  

What advice would you give to Educational Studies majors and minors at Denison?  

Enjoy all your years at Denison because the friends you make will be lifetime friends! The Denison community 

may be small, but it is very strong!  

 

Interviewing Alums from 1983 to 2015 
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Meet  

The 

Fellows 

Analis ‘16 

Major: 

Educational 

Studies 

Involvement: 

Education Fellow, 

Portuguese Tutor 

and TA,  

KDP Vice 

President, 

La Fuerza 
Member 

Mackenzie ‘17 

Major: Educational 

Studies  

Minor: Psychology 

Involvement: 

Education Fellow, 

campus tour guide, 

social media intern 

for the Denison 

Admissions Office, 
Pi Beta Phi 

Eileen ‘16 

Majors: Educational 

Studies & English 

Literature 

Involvement: 

Education Fellow, 

America Reads, 

ProTeen Center, 

Senior Class Gift 

Committee, The 

Denisonian, Delta 

Delta Delta, French 
tutor 

Lourdes ‘16 

Majors: Educational 

Studies & Athletic 

Training 

Involvement: Education 

Fellow, Chair of DCA: 

Together Everyone 

Achieves More (TEAM), 

ESL/ELL tutor, Big 

Brothers Big Sisters, 

First Aider for Varsity 

Teams, Girls Scouts  

 

*(left to right) 
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