
Personal Data and Advising Form 

 
This form can be completed and submitted online at [http://denison.edu/campus/first-year/incoming-

students]. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Please submit online, or type or print. Typed responses can be submitted on a separate 

piece of paper and attached to this form. The Personal Data and Advising Form is intended to help 

advisors at Denison in their work with new students. We urge you to answer the questions candidly. The 

information you provide here will be used solely for advising purposes and will be shared only with those 

people assigned by the College to assist you. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name    First    Middle    Preferred/Nickname 
 
Transition/Preparedness: 

1. Do you feel that your high school prepared you to be successful academically at Denison? Do 
you anticipate having to make any significant changes in your study habits in order to adapt to 
college coursework? 

2. How much writing did you do in high school? What were your writing assignments like? Did you 
have an opportunity to write a research paper in high school citing multiple sources? Did you 
have instruction in how to avoid plagiarism by using sources correctly? 

3. Do you think that your high school provided you with a strong foundation in mathematics and 
science?  Would you describe your math skills as weak, average or strong? How about your 
science skills? 

4. What foreign language, if any, did you study in high school? Are interested in continuing your 
study of that language at Denison? If not, what new language would you like to study? 

5. Looking back on your academic work in high school, do you anticipate needing help with any of 
these study skills during your first year at Denison? Please indicate all that apply. 

a. Study habits 
b. Math skills 
c. Reading skills 
d. Writing skills 
e. Time management 

 
6. From the list below, please place an X next to any that you think might be a source of worry for 
you during your first year at Denison.  

 
a. I don’t expect any problems  
b. Finances  
c. Planning my academic program  
d. Handling the content of my courses  
e. Some aspects of parent and/or family relations  
f. Establishing new friendships  
g. Balancing academic and social interests  
h. Homesickness  
i. Learning more about myself, adjusting to change, finding my own purposes or goals 



j. Adjusting to a small-town environment  
k. Other (please specify) 

 
Academic Interests: 

7. Have you already identified a major that you want to pursue? If so, how committed are you to 
this major? 
8. Being a liberal arts college, Denison’s general education program aims to ensure that every 
student takes a wide range of courses before graduating. With this in mind, what subject areas are you 
particularly excited to explore? Which areas least interest you? 

 
9. Academic Programs—Label your top five choices (1-5) in order of greatest interest (1=greatest 
interest; 2=next greatest interest, etc.) 

 
___Anthropology and Sociology  ___German 

___Art History and Visual Culture ___Global Commerce 

___Art Studio     ___Health, Exercise, & Sport Studies (HESS) 

___Biochemistry   ___History 

___Biology    ___International Studies 

___Black Studies   ___Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

___Chemistry    ___Mathematics     

___Cinema    ___Music 

___Classical Studies   ___Neuroscience 

___Communication   ___Philosophy 

___Computer Science   ___Philosophy, Political Science, & Economics  

___Dance     ___Physical Education 

___Data Analytics   ___Physics 

___East Asian Studies    ___Political Science 

___Economics    ___ Psychology 

 ___Educational Studies   ___Queer Studies 

___English Creative Writing  ___Religion 

___English Literature   ___Spanish 

___Environmental Studies  ___Theatre 

___French    ___Women’s and Gender Studies 

___Geosciences 



10. If of interest, please check one of Denison’s pre-professional programs 

  ___Pre-med/Pre-dental   ___Pre-vet 

  ___Pre-business   ___Pre-engineering 

  ___Pre-law    ___Pre-teaching 

11. If you already thinking of a specific career that you might want to pursue when you graduate 
from Denison, please indicate it below.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Co-curricular Interests: 

12. We are interested in knowing about your interest in co-curricular activities. Not only does this 
help us get to know you, it also enables us to help you meet classmates who share your interest(s). 
Please describe below the co-curricular activities you most enjoyed in high school. Also identify 
which of these you would like to pursue at Denison and any new ones that you would like to have 
more information about. 

Personal Essay 

During the month of August, you will have an opportunity to meet your academic advisor. In 
addition to providing your advisor with your high school transcripts and your college application, we 
will also provide your advisor with this form. In order to help your advisor know you in ways that 
extend beyond grades and test scores, please write your advisor a short essay or letter that explains 
what you hope to accomplish while attending Denison. What goals will influence the way you 
choose classes and activities? Do you already have a “master plan” for your academic program? Or, 
are you looking to discover the subjects that energize and motivate you? In either case, what 
interests will guide you? And, what do you do for fun? Do you like to spend time outdoors, engaged 
in service to others, listening to music, playing sports, etc.? And, it is normal for incoming students 
to have concerns and anxieties as they embark on their college careers. What concerns or anxieties 
do you have? Which of these would you specifically like to discuss with your academic advisor? 

 


