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Dentist Handout 
Overview of the programs, where they exist and when you should apply 

Education Programs 

Dentists diagnose and treat problems with a patient’s teeth, gums, and 
related parts of the mouth. They provide advice and instruction on taking 
care of teeth and gums and on diet choices that affect oral health. 

Approximately 61 U.S. and 10 Canadian dental schools will be accepting applications  for their 
Doctor of Dental Medicine (D.M.D.) or Doctor of Dental Surgery (D.D.S.) programs in 2012–13. The 
D.M.D. and the D.D.S. are equivalent degrees that are awarded to dental students upon completion 
of the same types of programs. Dentists must be licensed in all states; requirements vary by state. 
In most states, a license requires a degree from an accredited dental school and passing a written 
and practical exam. 
 
For a complete list of schools, visit 
http://www.adea.org/dental_education_pathways/aadsas/Pages/PDS.aspx 
 

2010 median salary for 
Dentists : $146,920, 
with starting salaries 

around $100,000 
Employment is 

expected to grow 21% 
by 2020 

Duties 
• Remove decay from teeth and fill cavities 
• Repair cracked or fractured teeth and remove teeth 
• Straighten teeth to correct bite issues 
• Place sealants or whitening agents on teeth 
• Give anesthetics to keep patients from feeling pain during procedures 
• Write prescriptions for antibiotics or other medications 
• Examine x rays of teeth, gums, the jaw, and nearby areas for problems 
• Make models and measurements for dental appliances, such as dentures, to fit patients 
• Teach patients about diet, flossing, use of fluoride, and other aspects of dental care 
 
Dentists in private practice also oversee a variety of administrative tasks, including bookkeeping and 
buying equipment and supplies. They employ and supervise dental hygienists, dental assistants, 
dental laboratory technicians, and receptionists. For more information, see the profiles on dental 
hygienists, dental assistants, dental laboratory technicians, or receptionists. 
 
Most dentists are general practitioners and handle a variety of dental needs. Other dentists practice 
in one of nine specialty areas: Dental public health, Endodontists , Oral and maxillofacial radiologists, 
Oral and maxillofacial surgeons , Oral pathologists, Orthodontists,  Pediatric dentists , Periodontists, 
and Prosthodontists. For more details about these career options, visit 
http://info.adea.org/DEP/Pathways/Future_Students/Career_Options/Career_Options/ 
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Typical Application Timeline 

Typical Admission Requirements (vary by program, refer to school websites for specifics) 

• Most dental students need at least a bachelor's degree before entering dental school 

• Typical Prerequisites: 

o Two semesters of biology with lab    

o Two semesters of general chemistry with lab   

o Two semesters of organic chemistry with lab   

o Two semesters of physics with lab 

• Take the DAT (for Canadian schools, the Canadian Dental Aptitude Test). 

• In the vast majority of cases, submit a centralized application form to ADEA’s Associated 
American Dental Schools Application Service (ADEA AADSAS).  

• Acquire and submit institution-specific materials.  

• After you have submitted all of your materials, the dental schools that wish to consider you for a 
place in the entering class will contact you for a visit to the campus. This visit will likely include 
an interview with the admissions committee, a tour of the campus and facilities, meetings with 
faculty and students, and other meetings and activities.  

Many Dental programs have multiple deadline dates (i.e., preferred, priority, or early decision) or 
operate on a rolling admissions process. To view a detailed timeline, go to 
http://info.adea.org/DEP/Pathways/Future_Students/Applying_to_Dental_School/ 

Junior Year 
Register for and 
take DAT 

Summer 
Submit ADEA AADSAS 
application 

Senior Fall  
Submit supplemental 
application 

Nov. – Dec. 
Admissions visits and 
interviews 

Dec 1 
Acceptance offers 
extended 

For a complete resource on Dental School , go to www.adea.org  

Where Recent Alumni Have Gone 

The Ohio State University, University of Michigan 

August 
Classes begin 


