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Greeting from the International Studies Program director: 
It is an understatement to say that this has been the most unusual and chal-
lenging academic year during my career at Denison. The spring semester was 
abruptly cut short by the COVID-19 pandemic, and converted into remote 
learning in March. The disruption and change caused much challenge for 
both faculty and students. The International Studies (INTL) Program as a 
whole also has faced numerous challenges as a result of the pandemic, being 
unable to hold monthly committee meetings, host various events (including 
the long-planned Eastern European Awareness Week in April), participate in 
Great Lakes Colleges Association International Studies Student Conference at 
Allegheny College, or congratulate the graduating seniors with an end of the 
year dinner. 
Despite these numerous challenges and disappointments, we are proud of the 
accomplishments by the faculty, staff, and students of the program. Among 
the highlights are: “Flavors of the Globe” event in fall organized by the LIGA 
Collective (Modern Languages, International Studies, Global Commerce, and 
Area Studies); Fellows Hall Block Party; 15th annual Human Rights Film 
Festival; Global Studies Seminars; and Refugee Awareness Week. I would like 
to thank the student workers, Elena Smith, Rebeka Sok, and Huihao “Isaac” 
Wang, for all the work they put into to make these events possible. Thank you 
also to INTL Student Representatives, Monica Starr and Dasni Lakpriya, for 
being a great communicator between the program committee and students. I 
would also like to thank Meagan Tehua, the program’s Academic Adminis-
trative Assistant, for organizing the events and running the program smoothly. 
Finally, I want to extend out gratitude to our INTL alumni, who have been 
supporting the program in direct and indirect ways over the years. 
This spring also marks the end of my 3-year directorship at the INTL program. 
It is regrettable that the term ends in such a chaotic time, but I am encouraged 
that the program’s directorship will be in the good hands of Dr. Sangeet Kumar 
(Communication), a long-time member of the INTL program committee, from 
fall 2020. With the support from the INTL community on and beyond the Den-
ison campus, I trust the program will continue to thrive under his leadership. 
I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe. 
Taku Suzuki 

More Information: denison.edu/academics/international-studies
      @DUInternationalStudiesProgram
      @internationalstudies-du 

1 

https://denison.edu/academics/international-studies


 

Faculty 

Students Mark Reid and Mayank Kumar with 
Dr. Zarrina Juraqulova at the Central Asia Table 

Faculty served food and answered 
questions at Flavors Of The Globe, 
an all-campus international celebration 

Dr. Can Dalyan and Dr. Hanada Al-Masri at the 
Middle East North Africa Table 

International Studies Committee Members 

Taku Suzuki, Director 

Hanada Al-Masri (Modern Languages), Gary Baker (Modern Languages, International Studies), 
Hsun-Yu Chuang (Communication), John Cort (Religion), Katy Crossley-Frolick (Political Science, 
Off-Campus Study), Can Dalyan (International Studies), John Davis (Anthropology and Sociology), 
Quentin Duroy (Economics), Fareeda Griffith (Anthropology and Sociology), Alina Haliliuc (Com-
munication), Dane Imerman (Political Science), Zarrina Juraqulova (Economics), Fadhel Kaboub 
(Economics), Sangeet Kumar (Communication), Francisco Lopez-Martin (Modern Languages), Di-
ana Mafe (English), Isis Nusair (International Studies, Women’s and Gender Studies), Özden Ocak 
(International Studies), Catherine Stuer (Art History and Visual Culture), Joanna Tague (History), 
Meagan Tehua (Academic Administrative Assistant), and Hoda Yousef (History). 
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2020 Awards 
The Charles A. Brickman 
Excellence in Teaching Award 
Dr. Quentin Duroy 
Dr. Quentin Duroy, Associate Professor of Economics and 
International Studies committee member, was presented the col-
lege’s top teaching award during an online Faculty Recognition 
Reception Friday, May 8, 2020. The Brickman Family created 
the award to honor a faculty member with a vibrant interest in 
the learning process as well as an understanding of teaching as a 
continuously evolving art form. The recipient embraces teach-
ing and mentoring of students not just as a profession, but as a 
calling. 

Provost Coplin revealed this year’s recipient by stating that the 
faculty member’s “...teaching aims to constantly link the ‘world 
of theory’ to the ‘real world.’  Our colleague’s students explore 
the ‘complex interactions among institutions, norms, rules, laws, 
and the humans who create them.’ This faculty member’s in-
troductory courses start with a discussion of who we are as a 
species and end with an exploration of the accomplishments and 
shortcomings of large-scale institutions and policies.  Advanced 
courses explore the role individuals, corporations, and govern-
ment can play to keep human-made systems within the biophysical boundaries of our home planet.” He offered 
a Denison Seminar that examined the balance between ecology and economy, and established a Global Connec-
tions course on economic growth and environmental management with the American College of Greece. 

Dr. Quentin Duroy was selected by his colleagues, as Dr. Kim Coplin said, “For his work in developing dynam-
ic peer-to-peer engagement in the classroom, his commitment applying acquired knowledge to make sense of 
the world, and for teaching his students to ‘think like Nobel laureates.’” 

The Judy Gentili Chair in 
International Studies 
Dr. Taku Suzuki 
Dr. Taku Suzuki was announced as a new faculty chair during 
the May online Faculty Recognition Reception. Holders of 
named chairs are model teacher-scholars that are selected 
based on contributions in scholarship, teaching and service to 
their students, the college and their discipline, as outlined in 
The Report of the Task Force on Named Chairs in 2000. Hold-
ers of named chairs receive additional support for research and 
are expected to make public contributions during their 5 year 
term. 
Congratulations Dr. Suzuki on being appointed and beginning 
your term in the fall of 2020! 
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2020 Awards 

2020 Distinguished Leadership Award 
2020 Presidential Medal Award 
Caroline Cary 
B.A. International Studies 
It is undeniable that you have a commitment to serving others. Over the last 
four years, you worked to serve Denison and the greater community. Your 
strong commitment to Habitat for Humanity led to increased participation at 
events and new opportunities such as the first-ever local Fall Break Habitat 
build. 
While announcing Caroline’s medal, President Weinburg stated, “You’ve pur-
sued your passion from Argentina to Bellevue Hospital in New York. Fellow 
students note your skillful tutoring in chemistry here on campus, and in the 
local community you’ve been a volunteer and asset for the Licking County 
Humane Society and Habitat for Humanity. A remarkable DCA leader, you 
shepherded the campus chapter of Habitat and doubled Denison’s hands-on participation in home building and 
service, including making connections to other Habitat programs in need of our help in South Carolina. You 
helped spearhead an effort to bring together Denison students who supported Planned Parenthood, serving 
ultimately as president of Denisonians for Planned Parenthood. Your global spirit and local engagement are at 
the heart of our campus vision of a liberal arts education.” You completed a pre-med curriculum in addition to 
your international studies major.  You are interested in global health and have plans to pursue a career in public 
health. 
Your ability to work across differences is recognized. Your peers say you are a caring, dependable role model 
and a person they look up to. The Peace Corps feels like a natural next step for a person of your passion and 
capability to serve. Caroline, thank you for the impact you have made at Denison. 

2020 Distinguished Leadership Award 
Dana Phillips 
B.A. Women’s and Gender Studies and B.A. International Studies 

Dana, a thread that runs through your experience is the way you invite and 
create community. Indicative of your welcoming nature, after prospective 
students spend time with you in your Senior Interviewer role, they too want 
to become Denisonians. Reflecting on your role as a Women & Gender 
Studies Fellow, one faculty member writes “Dana has positive energy we 
wish we could bottle like glitter to sprinkle around.” 
Perhaps your most significant contribution has been as a Leadership Fellow, 
where you have worked continuously to deepen the program’s impact. When 
someone needed to coordinate LeaderShape, you stepped up as a sopho-

more, generously giving your time and energy to others with the goal of creating stronger communities. As a 
two-time DU Lead Club Advisor, you have mentored and inspired younger Denisonians to engage on campus, 
fostering relationships among first-year students that enabled them to authentically make their mark on campus. 
In each of these engagements, your personality models openness and vulnerability, inviting the same from oth-
ers. Your legacy to the community is fostering authenticity and empathy among your peers, thus shaping a more 
inclusive and welcoming Denison community. Thank you. 
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2020 Awards 

Prestigious Student Fellowships & Awards 

Julia Tallant 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship, 

selected as an alternate to Colombia 
The Fulbright Program is the flagship international exchange program of the United States. Students have been 
selected since 1948 to be cultural ambassadors helping to enhance mutual understanding and foster international 
partnership in over 160 nations. 

Sara Abou Rashed 
Beinecke Scholarship Recipient and 

Truman Scholarship Finalist 
The Beinecke Program was established in 1971 by The Sperry and Hutchinson Company to encourage highly 
motivated students with exceptional promise in continuing their education. Her award provides $34,000 toward 
a graduate course of study in the arts, humanities, and social sciences. 
The Truman Scholarship is the foremost graduate fellowship in the United States for those pursuing careers as 
public service leaders. A living memorial to the thirty-third president, the Truman Foundation identifies change 
agents at a young age and rewards their potential. 

Adam Davis, director of Denison’s Lisska Center for Scholarly Engagement, who worked closely with Abou 
Rashed on her scholarship applications, comments, “Sara’s creative energy, her drive and resilience, her entre-
preneurial spirit, and her expressive abilities as a storyteller are truly inspiring. It is a joy and privilege to help 
her think through the many ways she can use her skills and talents in the nation’s service and the service of 
humanity.” 

Majoring in Creative Writing and international studies with a Middle East & North African Studies concentra-
tion, Abou Rashed finds herself at the intersection of politics, arts, and community building.  Sara was also se-
lected to attend the University of Michigan’s Junior Summer Institute in Public Policy and International Affairs 
(PPIA), now being held online. 

Caroline Cary 
Marshall Scholarship Finalist 

Marshall Scholarships support young Americans with strong potential to study in the United Kingdom.  Up to 
50 scholars are selected each year to study at the graduate level in any field of study.  This UK Scholarship was 
established by an act of parliament in the 1950s as a thank you for the US foreign aid program that honored 
General George C. Marshall. 
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Intl Fellows 
Liza Higley 
My name is Liza Higley and I 
am a Junior from Readington, 
New Jersey. I am an Internation-
al Studies major with a History 
minor and a Narrative Journalism 
Concentration. I've spent the past Chloe Pruetttwo summers interning with the 

¡Hola! Greetings from Granada,State of New Hampshire, for the 
Spain! My name is Chloe PruettDepartment of Environmental 
and I am a junior at Denison cur-Services in the public information 
rently spending the fall semesteroffices, and for the Governor's Of-
abroad. Along with International fice, learning about politics. Out-
Studies, I am also majoring inside of classes, I play field hockey 
Environmental Studies. I am fromon campus, and enjoy spending 
Long Beach, California and I lovetime outdoors. Next semester, I Allyson Krupa going to the beach and hiking whenwill be studying abroad in Barce- My name is Allyson Krupa. I am I’m in SoCal. When I’m not home lona, Spain, and couldn't be more a Junior International Studies and or at school I like traveling and see-excited! Environmental Studies major and ing new parts of the world! I spent

Music minor. I grew up in rural a year of high school studying in
Pennsylvania but currently re- Amsterdam and I am excited to see 
side often in Los Angeles, CA. At more of Europe this semester! 

music ensembles and play frisbee. This past summer, I interned in Nepal 
at Kathmandu Environmental Education Project, assisting the non-profit 
with projects focused on ensuring the ecological and cultural prosperi-
ty of Nepal. This fall, I am studying abroad in Nepal and India to learn 
about development and social change. In my free time, I enjoy hiking and 
playing music! 

Fatimah Elghazawi 
Hi! My name’s Fatimah Elghazawi and I am a junior International Stud-
ies major with a French minor. I’m originally from Cairo, Egypt and now 
live in Cleveland, OH. Next semester, I’ll be studying abroad in Paris! 
On campus, I work as a tour guide and a CA, and I’m involved in DCGA, 
MSA, MECO, the First Generation Network, and the Global Fellows 
Committee. I love to travel, spend time with those I love, read, bake, and 
learn languages (I’m on track to 
speak 4 fluently!) in my free time. 

Hello! My name is Mark Reid, and I am a current Junior from Maumee, 
Ohio studying International Studies and Environmental Studies. My pro-
posed senior research topic is water diplomacy in Central Asia, and it will 
be a comparative project focusing on the water trade agreements between 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. I am mainly interested in understanding the 
political and cultural frictions that are standing in the way of proper trading 
of natural resources between these countries. I enjoy playing the cello and 
going for runs, and I work at the student mailroom on campus. 

Mark Reid 

2020 Intl Studies Vol 6 6 



Intl Fellows 
Abigail Torres 
Hi! My name is Abigail Torres. 
I am a senior majoring in Inter-
national Studies on the pre-med 
track. My concentration focuses on 
assessing the different factors that 
have influenced the development 
of health disparities. Last summer 
I had the privilege to do research 
at UIC School of Medicine, as-
sessing different chronic diseases 
that affect ethnic minorities. This 
experience fueled my desire to con-
tribute to the conversation of health 
disparities. My dream is to become 
a family physician and work in 
underserved communities in urban 
areas. During my time at Denison, 
I have participated in seminars 
where I traveled to Greece, Italy, 
and Costa Rica, these short but 
meaningful experiences have fu-
eled my desire to eventually transi-
tion to providing medical relief in 
international underserved commu-
nities. On-campus, I work as a peer 
wellness educator, and TA for the 
biology department. I also spend a 
lot of my free time volunteering at 
Newark HS and Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters.” 

Monica Starr 
Hello, I’m Monica Starr from 
Lincoln, Nebraska. I’m a Senior 
International Studies major, Com-
munication minor, and Narrative 
Journalism concentrator. I studied 
in the Fall of 2018 in Belgrade, 
Serbia, but also spent time in other 
Western Balkan countries. My pro-
gram focused on peace and conflict 
studies and journalism. For the past 
two summers, I’ve worked at an 
NPR affiliate working on podcast-
ing projects ranging from the Farm 
Bill to music and identity. On-cam-
pus, I work for the Off-Campus 
Studies Office and the student 
mailroom! (P.S. This is my Serbian 
host dog, Hana.) 

Andi Zucchi 
My name is Andi Zucchi and I 
am a senior International Studies 
and Communication double major 
from Bellingham, WA. Last year I 
studied abroad in Valparaíso, Chile 
and had a great time embracing the 
culture and developing my Span-
ish. Over the summer I interned at 
Habitat for Humanity Greater San 
Francisco. I learned a lot about 
non-profits while exploring San 
Francisco! My hobbies include 
skiing, running, and anything else 
outdoors. 

Emma Ceplinskas 
I’m Emma, a senior International 
Studies major with a concentration 

in Latin American and Caribbean Studies.  My academic interests focus 
on the intersectionality of social, political, and cultural processes that 
impact our individual and communal experiences. I spent a semester 
in Chile studying social justice, community development, and cultural 
identity. On campus, I am a Spanish tutor and a radio DJ for The Doobie. 
In my free time I enjoy listening to music that none of my friends have 
heard of, thrift shopping, and watching comedy specials. 
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Fall 2019 Senior Capstone Seminar Presentations and Dinner 

From left to right as pictured, with coresponsing reaserch titles: 

Annelise Benshop 
Tajik Male Labor Migrants: Transnationality and Love through Dislocation 

Clayton Watters 
Relationship with the Government and Impact on a Space/Scene: Middle Eastern Migrants’ Integration into German 
Society 

Cecil Millen 
Analyzing the Impacts of Conditions and Strategies Employed by the Mapuche and Zapatista Indigenous Movements 
on the Global Resistance to Neoliberalism 

Annie Hartman 
How Food Contributed to National Identity during the Italian Economic Miracle 

Caroline Cary 
Social Determinants of Planned and Unprevented Pregnancy among Uninsured Adolescent Girls:  A Case Study of 
Maipú, Argentina 

Andi Zucchi 
Contestation of Hegemonic Memory through Protest: Argentina’s Madres de La Plaza 

Dana Phillips 
Border in Three Acts: The Physical, Performative, and Rhetorical Constructions of the Spanish Border in Ceuta and 
Melilla 

Annie Fletcher 
The Persistence of Zwarte Piet: An Analysis of the Factors that Encourage Racism in the Netherlands and Western 
Europe 

Emma Ceplinskas 
Monopolizing Power and Violence: The Carabineros de Chile Policing the Chilean Student Movement 

Julia Tallant 
Street Art and Public Space: Political Dialogue and Contemporary Chilean Culture at the Gabriela Mistral Cultural 
Center 
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Fall 2019 Senior Capstone Seminar Presentations and Dinner 

From left to right as pictured, with coresponsing reaserch titles: 

Khalil Bentley 
Peeling Back the Layers of U.S.-Cuban Relations: Critiquing Decades of Inefficient Policy Towards Cuba 

Lex Grimm 
The Complex Notion of Ethnic Identity: An Analysis of Arab-American Identity 

Verena Thomson 
Televised Stereotypes in Contemporary Spain: An Analysis of the Characterization of Muslim Women in Élite 

Abigail Torres 
Assessing the Structural Determinants that Contribute to Health Disparities: A Study of Health Disparities amongst 
Ethnic Minorities 

Monica Starr 
Does Europeanization Magnify the Struggle for LGBT Rights? The Case of Serbia 

Adriana Culotta 
“That’s What Mothers Do”: The Conception of Transnational Motherhood for Filipina Migrants in France 

Dasni Lakpriya 
Women’s Participation in Post-Conflict Reconciliation and Peacebuilding: Why Sri Lankan Women are Missing 
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excursions throughout the semester to other towns in Argentina and 
Chile, and in November we’re going on a ten day trip to Antarctica! 

Off Campus Study 

“Development, 
Gender, and Social Change” is the theme of 
my study abroad program in Nepal.  Te SIT 
Program is based in is based in Kathmandu, 
where I take a 3-hour Nepali language class every morning and listen to lectures or go on 
feld trips in the afernoon. Kathmandu is quite chaotic, but afer a few weeks you get used 
to traveling through a city with little trafc rules and Lego-like layout. We go on multiple 
excursions outside of Kathmandu throughout the semester. Te frst minor excursion was in 
Darjeeling, India and Ilam, Nepal. Here, I studied the tea and tourism industry, which highlight-
ed broader themes of sustainable agriculture and social justice. Te major excursion in mid-Oc-
tober takes us west of Kathmandu, trekking through the Himalayan mountain range and doing a 
mini rural homestay to experience traditional village life in the hills. During the last four weeks of 
the program, I will conduct an independent research project in Nepal or Northern India on environmental-
ism and urban development. In my free time, I practice Nepali language and culture with locals, go hiking, 
and eat dal bhat with my homestay (the traditional meal- lentils and rice- that Nepalis eat twice a day). For a 
small country, Nepal has a big heart, and I am continuously inspired living and learning with such a friendly 
and resilient people. 
Alexa Helm ¡Hola!My name is Alexa and this semester I’m part of the SIT Argentina 

program “People, Environment, and Climate Change in Patagonia 
and Antarctica”. The program is based in Ushuaia, Argentina, which is in the Patagonia 
region and is the southernmost city in the world! The city is completely surrounded by 
the Andes mountains on one side and has the ocean on the other, and it is easily the most 
incredible place I’ve ever been! For the first two months of the program, I’m taking class-
es that focus mainly on how the environment is impacted by human activity and climate 

change. The classes are all taught in Spanish, and every day we have 
different professors and scientists from local universities leading 
the class! During this time, I am staying in a home stay with a local 
family, which gives me the opportunity to practice my Spanish and 
learn first-hand about Argentinian culture and traditions. After classes 
end towards the end of October, every student has the opportunity to 
either do an independent research project or an internship. I will be 
working with a local NGO and researching sustainable development 
in the region. The best part of the program is that we go on multiple 

The Scandinavian welfare system and political systems of Norway are the 
focus of my study abroad program in Oslo, Norway. Living in Nor-

way has been such a great experience for me and I have been able to learn a lot 
from co-mingling with Norwegian students as well as international students from 
other countries. During my time in Oslo I am interning with a Norwegian bank, 
where I am helping put together a diversity and inclusion portfolio for their Cor-
porate Responsibility and Human Resources teams. Doing this work has been a 
huge highlight of my trip because I am able to see how the corporate world works 
in an international setting, and I’m able to relate so much of what I have learned 
at Denison to this project. In my spare time I have loved exploring the nature that 
surrounds Oslo, experiencing traditional local foods and meeting extended family 
members who live in Norway! Working and learning in a different country has 
taught me so much about what I am passionate about and has allowed me to put 
my prior International Studies knowledge to use. 

Alethea Jadick 

Allyson 
Krupa 
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Event & Guest Speakers 

Between Algeria and France: Women’s 
identity, Immigration and Intercultural 
Artistic Creation 

Flavors of  the Globe was an all-campus 
international lunch outside on Shackleford 
Common. Faculty served international fare 

from 12 stations. Majors from multiple 
departments spoke and students gave a 

Taekwondo Demonstration. Languages, Intl 
Studies, Global Commerce, and Area Stud-
ies organized the event with campus wide 

support and involvement from the Office of 
Global Programs and the Knowlton Center. 

Over 150 Denisonians attended 

Africa Week 
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Senior Capstone Presenta ti ons 

Thur Doc 12th I 4:30 pm 
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Snacks, Drinks, & Door Prizes 

Monday 
Dec 2, 7:30pm 

Burton Morgan 
Lecture Hall 

Spons0ted by lntemat ionat Studies Program 
Global Comf'llGrce Program 

History De,partmeot 
Office of Multicultural Student Affai rs 

This even t is froo and open to public 

Thursday Feb 20th 
11:30 - 1 :00 p.m. 

Events & Guest Speakers 

What’s happening 
in Hong Kong? 

Senior Capstone 
presentations and dinner 

Fellows Hall Block Party 

Refugee Awareness 
Week 
Students organized the 
annual week raising aware-
ness in May on social media 
and posting facts, relevant 
video links, stories and 
action ideas on Instagram. 

International Studies 
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Event & Guest Speakers 

DENISON UNIVERSITY’S 

15th Human Rights Film Festival 
Samson Talbot Hall 210, 7:00pm, February 2020 

Everything Must Fall 
Thursday February 6th 
Director Rehad Desai, South Africa, 2019, 85 min 
When South Africa’s universities raised their fees, a wave of 
students took to the streets in opposition. Demanding that 
governments be held accountable while also challenging 
deeper racial, gender, class and sexual identity 
discrimination, this group of inspiring young people 
demonstrates the power that comes from collective 
organizing that embraces intersectionality to create lasting 
change. 

Advocate 
Thursday February 13th 
Director Rachel Leah Jones & Philippe Bellaïche, 
Israel, 2019, 108 min 
Jewish-Israeli lawyer Lea Tsemel and her Palestinian 
colleagues have been working for decades representing 
their clients in an increasingly conservative Israel. We meet 
Lea and the team as they prepare for their youngest 
defendant yet – Ahmad, a 13-year-old boy implicated in 
a knife attack on the streets of Jerusalem. Together they 
must prepare Ahmad who will face a difficult trial in a 
country in which the government, court system and the 
media are stacked against him. 

Está Todo Bien 
Thursday February 20th 
Director Tuki Jencquel, Germany/ Venezuela, 
2018, 70 min 
The medical crisis caused by political and economic 
turmoil in Venezuela became a matter of life or death as 
medicine and doctors became scarce. The collapse of the 
public health system brought increased infant mortality 
and the reappearance of eradicated diseases. As millions 
of Venezuelans struggled to survive, two cancer patients 
joined a pharmacist, a social activist, and a trauma surgeon 
on stage to act out their circumstances and find emotional 
release. 

Accept the Call 
Thursday February 27th 
Director Eunice Lau, USA, 2019, 84 min 
Twenty-five years after Yusuf Abdurahman left Somalia as 
a refugee to begin his life anew in Minnesota, his worst fear 
is realized when his 19-year-old-son Zacharia is arrested 
in an FBI counterterrorism sting operation. This intimate 
film explores racism and prejudice against immigrants, the 
rise of targeted recruitment by radicalized groups, and the 
struggles of Muslim youth growing up in the U.S. today. 

Screenings are free and open to the public 
Sponsored by the International Studies Program and the Library 
More info: @DUInternationalStudiesProgram 
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Global Studies Seminars 
Monday, October 21 Fall 2019 “Archipelagic Penal Spaces: 
The Abject Female Soldier and the Iraqi Muslim 

Monday, September 09 
“Constraining the Use of Force 

in Successive International Orders,” 
Dane Imerman (Political Science) 

Monday, September 16
 “Matsumoto Seicho and “Japan’s Black Fog”: 

Turning Malfeasance into Popular Fiction,” 
Michael Stone Tangeman 

(Modern Languages & EAST) 

Tuesday, September 24: 
“Looking for Solidarity: Lessons from 

African Feminist and LGBTQ Organizing,” 
Ashley Currier (Women’s, Gender, 

and Sexuality Studies, University of Cincinnati) 

Monday, September 30 
“Oral History Project: The Arab 

American Community in Central Ohio: Negotiating 
Cultural Identities and Adapting Traditions” 

by Hanada Al-Masri, Cheryl Johnson & 
a team of students (Modern Languages) 

Monday, October 07 
“Historians Connecting Globally: 

The Ottoman Historical Society in the Era of Global 
Professionalism in Historical Studies,” 

by Yeliz Çavuş 
(Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, OSU) 

Tuesday, October 08 
“Teaching Islamic Studies in the Age of ISIS, 

Islamophobia, and the Internet,” 
by Courtney Dorroll (Middle Eastern and North African 

Studies & Religion, Wofford College) 

Monday, October 14 
“Around the Indian Ocean--Academic Misadventures,” 

by David H. Mould 
(School of Media Arts & Studies, OU) 

Woman in Helen Benedict’s Sand Queen,” 
by Dalia Gomaa (Women and Gender Studies) 

Monday, October 28 
“The Venezuelan Collapse,” 
by Pedro Cadenas (Economics,) 

Monday, February 03 
“Corruption in Mozambique, 
Zambia, Bolivia, and Honduras,” 
by Brian Norris 
(Political Science) 

Monday, February 10 
“Temples on the Move: Indian Domestic Shrines in 
American Museum Collections,” 
by John Cort (Religion & International Studies) 

Monday, February 17 
“Tracing Women’s Movements in the Ancient Greek 
Mediterranean,” 
by Rebecca Futo Kennedy 
(Classical Studies) 

Monday, February 24 
“The Case for a Global Green New Deal: Climate 
Debt & Colonial Reparations,” 
by Fadhel Kaboub (Economics) 

Monday, March 02 
“Why So Serious?: Emotions of 
Presidential Candidates on the Road 
the 2020 Presidential Elections,” 
by Cantay Caliskan (Data Analytics) 

Spring 2020 
Tank you Professor Luis Villanueva for organizing this year’s Global Studies Seminars! 
Special Tanks to Nha Le for creating posters and publicizing the seminars even while 
studying in England! 
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Best Retirement Wishes and Thanks to Dr. Cort 
Dr. Cort was my chosen advisor while I was at Den-  from the Intl Program and Alumni 
ison. I took many of his classes and did my indepen-
dent study with him. He truly shaped my Denison 
experience to be wonderful and unique. His passion 
for teaching religion is admirable. In the back of my 
mind I always wanted to be at a point in my life where 
I would be as passionate about what I do as Dr. Cort. 
I’d say I’m pretty content where I am now but I’ll 
keep striving. Best wishes in your retirement Dr. Cort! 
~Laura Beckerley ‘16 

Dr. Cort was in my senior thesis committee and always 
encouraged me to push the boundaries of my senior 
research. In terms of shaping my academic trajectory, 
it was Dr. Cort who suggested that I look into the Art 
History doctoral program at UCLA. Thank you for 
your guidance and I wish you a wonderful retirement, 
good health, and happiness. ~Lakshika Senarath Gam-
age’06 

Dear Dr. John Cort, 
Your retirement news definitely came as a surprise, 
because in my imagination, you never age! But yes, 
it has been more than 10 years since our office hour, 
where you talked to me in the kindest way possible. 
The world has changed a lot, which I believe has been 
reflected in the Intro to the Modern World course. So 
many topics/readings you assigned back then have 
shaped how I think about the world, especially during 
such a chaotic time. Hope all is wonderful with you 
and your family. Enjoy your retirement to the fullest! 
~Kaini Zhou‘13 

John, thank you for being an incredible mentor, pro-
fessor, and human being. You have a way of making 
everyone passionate about global culture and guiding 
students to think deeply about things that are unfamil-
iar. Best wishes in your retirement! ~Jilly Fox’19 

Thank you to Dr. Cort for all his contributions to the 
Intl Studies program at Denison. Best wishes to your 
future endeavors. ~Brennen McConnell’08 

The International Studies major was excellent and 
greatly contributed to where I am today in my career. 
Best wishes and thank yous to all the fabulous faculty 
who support the major and Denison in general. ~Bren-
da Falkenstein’14 

Being a part of the International Studies department, 
and specifically taking part in Dr. Cort’s classes, em-
bodied the value of a liberal arts education. We had a 
tight-knit cohort of eight students which led to lively 
discussions in class. I have a distinct memory of being 
invited to the Corts’ house for lunch to celebrate our 
graduation. It meant so much to me that busy profes-
sors like Dr. Cort were willing to open their homes to 
their students to make them feel welcomed and cele-
brated. Being a part of the International Studies depart-
ment was one of the best decisions I made at Denison, 
in no small part thanks to Dr. Cort’s leadership. Years 
later, when I moved back to Granville, I saw Dr. Cort 
almost weekly at River Road and I had to make a 
quick transition to calling him John, at his insistence. 
It’s still hard for me, because being in his presence 
transports me back to a room in Knapp at 20 years old, 
still learning how to find my own voice, and learning 
from one of the best. Congratulations John! ~Courtney 
Baxter Bentley’11 

Thank you for helping build a fabulous department at 
Denison. Enjoy retirement, you deserve it! 
~Andrea Vallejo ‘19 

John Cort was my advisor [during my time at Den-
ison], and I continue to hang onto every word. He 
helped me understand my own self as an actor in this 
world, and enhanced my worldview. He helped me 
build a more complex confidence in myself and in this 
divine world. I could not be any more appreciative 
for having such a wise teacher so accessible in and 
beyond the classroom. Truly grateful for Cort! ~Sasha 
Chetyrkina-Miller ’03 

Congratulations on your retirement and thank you for 
all of the inspiration and words of wisdom over the 
years! ~Erica P Monnin’10 

I could not have been more thankful to have had Dr. 
Cort as my adviser during my time at Denison. His 
guidance on my International Studies senior capstone 
was invaluable, and his encouragement and kind 
words helped me stay motivated and inspired through-
out the process. Thank you for everything, and con-
gratulations on your retirement! ~ Devin O’Brien ’17 
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International Studies 
Alumni Updates 

Christy Howley ’12 continues as an insurance under-
writer with ProSight Specialty Insurance, specializing in
solar contractors insurance, where she has worked for 8 
years. In addition, she recently started an event planning
company in Cleveland, Creatively Hosted, focusing ex-
clusively on small business events. She and her husband,
Lee, recently had their first child, Finn. 

Courtney Baxter Bentley ’11 is working on the strat-
egy and business development team at a technology
company (Root Insurance), which aims to upend the
insurance industry -- make our roads safer and insurance
more accessible. Courtney says, “My long-term goal is to
transition into healthcare, ideally in the end-of-life sector
as a director of a hospice. In the meantime, my wife and I
(also a Denison grad) are enjoying Columbus.” 

Erica P Monnin ’10 recently accepted a position at LIM
College as the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and
Director of Housing and Residence Life. She says, “My
experience at Denison ignited my passion for higher
education.” She enjoys helping college students find their
passion and path in life. 

Abigail Puskar Goodman ’08 is now in Washington, 
DC. She is the Director of Faculty Affairs at American
University. 

Fadoua El Bouamraoui ’06 is in Ottawa, Canada and 
says, “New aspirations, new adventures, new home in
Canada!” 

Lakshika Senarath Gamage ’06 completed her Ph.D.
in Art History from the University of California, Los
Angeles in 2018. 

Sasha Chetyrkina-Miller ’03 is in Boston Heights, OH
farming a diversified permaculture farm in the Cuyahoga
Valley National Park. She enjoys “growing good local food
for good local folks.” 

Brennen McConnell ’08 is in Ho Chi Minh City work-
ing as a Managing Partner for Paragon Principal Capital.
He helps foreign nationals achieve their US immigration
goals. 

Andrea Vallejo ’19 spent the past seven months as an
English Teaching Assistant at the Universidad de Guada-
lajara in Jalisco, Mexico for the Fulbright Scholarship. She
enjoyed building strong relationships with students and
community members in the University, and exploring the
beauty of Mexico. 

Jilly Fox ’19 is a first-year law student at Case Western
Reserve University.  This summer, she will be a clerk for 
Judge Dan Polster in the Federal District Court of the
Northern District of Ohio. 

Devin O’Brien ’17 joined Senator Lisa Murkowski’s (R -
Alaska) office in Washington, D.C. after graduating from
Denison. Devin currently serves on the Senator’s Nation-
al Security, Foreign Policy, and Immigration team. 

Kevin Herman ’17 is working on St. Simons Island,
GA as a kayak guide and at Sea Island Resorts as a guest
services agent.  He will attend Boston University in
September to receive a master’s degree in an accelerated
hospitality management program. 

Laura Beckerley ’16 works for TrueAccord in California 
and was recently promoted to Senior Content Specialist.
She loves her job because it mixes experimentation with
writing. She feels that Denison prepared her well for this
position. 

Andrew Malin ’15 is currently working in federal / gov-
ernment affairs for a financial services trade association in 
Washington, DC.  He will enroll in graduate school this
fall for international affairs and security studies. 

Carlos Maciel ’14 is working in the economic develop-
ment field in Columubs, OH. He and his wife recently
bought their first house. 

Kaihua (Kai) Zheng ’14 returned to mainland China 
to work in the sports industry, after a 3-year investment
banking run in Hong Kong. Kai says, “I’ve found myself
making continuous efforts in immersing myself in a
new environment and influencing my surroundings on
a daily basis.” Although efforts to combat coronavirus
have slowed economies, Kai says they have, “not stopped
the inter exchange of goodwill and friendship between
individuals.” 

Kaini Zhou ’13 is a curatorial assistant at a non-profit
art award program in Beijing, China. Kaini looks forward
to promoting more engagement of contemporary art
between China and the rest of the world. 
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Welcome to The Major 

Caleb DeLong, Alyssa Gebhart, Nezha Hafdy, Sarah Hume, Louise Ineza, Lila Kiron,
Anahi Lopez, Jillian Plas, Yazmina Salahuddin-Robinson, Rojika Sharma, 

Fatoumata Sow, Paula Torres, Sadie Webb 

Tese sophomores have completed their major proposal and are ofcially International 
Studies Majors.  Keep up the good work! 

Tank you student ofce workers for promoting events and creating this newsletter ! 
Ha Van Le, Rojika Sharma, Elena Smith, 

Rebeka Sok, Paula Torres and Huihao Wang, 
your dedication is greatly appreciated by the program. 
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